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The Jodoji Jododdo Amida Triad, designated a National Treasure by the Japanese government,
was made ca. 1195 by Kaikei, a leading Buddhist sculptor in the Kamakura period. This triad
was commissioned by Chogen, the head of the project to reconstruct Todaiji, and its distinctive
form is well known to the public. In this paper, I introduce this image from art historical and
religious points of view, and examine it in the context of the shoen system, in particular Obe
Estate. Jodoji was considered the estate's main temple, and the iconic features of the Amida Triad
seem to have enhanced Chogen's efforts to control the estate through religious means, by
controlling the religious life of the estate.
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