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The term raind refers to rent payments submitted to the estate proprietor before their due date —

in other words, advance rent payments. This practice became common in the late medieval
period, especially in connection with the system of contracting out rent collection to on-site



representatives (daikan). For example, it was often the case that an estate proprietor borrowed
cash from a moneylender using anticipated rent payments as collateral. In this process, the
moneylender —the creditor—would be appointed as the daikan. The lender, while contracting to
manage the estate, would collect the rents directly to pay off the debt. The cash previously lent to
the proprietor when the moneylender was appointed as the daikan was an advance payment on
the rent due after the autumn harvest—in other words, raind.

However, the practice of advance rent payments was not only a means that estate proprietors
used to borrow money. The method was employed not only by contractor daikan but by people at
all levels and in all positions involved in the collection of estate rents. Those who delivered rents
paid in advance included everyone who contracted to collect rents for the proprietor—local
estate officials such as the contractor daikan, the custodian (azukaridokoro), local manager
(gesu), and reeve (kumon), as well as cultivators. Those who received advance rent payments
included the proprietor, the daikan in his position of contractor for the proprietor, the military
steward (jitd), and the custodian. Also, advance rent payments were sometimes extorted by local
strongmen who had no officially recognized right to collect them at that time, such as warriors in
local leagues who were characterized as “evil bands (akutd).” Rather than being simply a
method for estate proprietors to borrow money, advance rent payments were essentially one form
of rent collection in the medieval period.

Documents that exhorted people not to be negligent in paying rents refer to raind, indicating that
the practice can be characterized as a standard form of rent collection. In 1235/2, a demand for
advance rent payment from Tara hamlet of Wakasa province, at that time a holding in the public
domain, was made in a written document (T6ji hyakug6é monjo, box “I” number 2). This

document, issued at the beginning of yearly management operations, set out duties of both
proprietor and residents, such as supporting temples and shrines, improving agricultural
production, and paying the rent—it articulated good examples of management practice and
indicated how things should be done. Advance payment of rent on estates and public holdings is
included as one of these good examples. Through early rent payment, the proprietor could assure
his control over the holding for that year, and the cultivators could anticipate stable living
conditions for the year. In the seventh month of 1334, a petition from cultivators on Toji’s Tara
estate declared, “This estate shall be the temple’s holding until the end of days. Thus the
cultivators shall serve the temple to the best of their ability until the end of days” (T6ji hyakugd
monjo, box “*” number 23:1). This petition indicates a sense that the official relationship

between proprietor and cultivators would guarantee stability forever. I think that this sentiment
supported the medieval form of rent collection known as raind.



