Sachiko Kawai /&£ H1F, Graduate Student, USC: “What Nyoin Gained from Their Estates:

Trading, Transportation, and Other Networks”
DHEREDSS 72 & T D LRRYE © LB DFTHEREE & Z D FLRE

Late Heian and early Kamakura nyoin owned estates all over the Japanese archipelago, and their
number often exceeded those held by retired sovereigns and the regental family. Due to this fact,
historians tend to assume that nyoin had tremendous economic power. Here I want to challenge
the simplified equation that the more estates a nyoin owned, the greater was her financial,
political, and religious influence. I will argue that two strategies were important for nyoin to
obtain power from land: first, securing access to trading, manufacturing, and transporting
networks was necessary; and second, a strategy I call ‘empowerment through dependence’ was
crucial. I will closely examine the mechanisms of asserting authority and power to see the two-
way relationship that allowed nyoin to optimize their authority and power, rather than focusing
only on women accessing power without authority.
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