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In the historiography of the Kamakura era, dominated by narratives of the Kamakura Bakufu and
warrior families, one courtier family makes exceptional appearances: the Saionji. This is because
the Saionji family had a hereditary hold on the position of Kantd Moshitsugi, which served as a
mediator between the Court and the Bakufu. Despite possessing this influential position situated
between both sides of the "dual polity," outside of this political role the family has not been
discussed in English scholarship. This is unfortunate because as a case study, the Saionji can tell
us much about medieval courtier society and help us to flesh out a medieval landscape that
continues to be dominated by warriors.

In this presentation, I will seek to venture into this territory by focusing on the Saionji family’s
economic resources. | will investigate the nature of the wealth commanded by the family, and the
foundations of that wealth. By focusing on the acquisition and arrangement of the shoen the
family possessed, and highlighting the importance of spatial power in evaluating shoen holdings,
I will shed new light on medieval courtier society and the economic basis that sustained it.
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