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The relationship between neighbouring communities in medieval Kii was defined by long-
running disputes which drew together villagers, the local elite, and the regional power of
Koyasan. These disputes (soron) reinforced the emerging direct power-based relationship
between temple and estate, part of the transition away from the indirect legitimising hierarchy of
the classical landholding system. As the largest landholder in Kii, Koyasan was a frequent
participant in local disputes, with its continued importance in Kii’s estate society closely linked
to its vigorous use of litigation and violence in defence of its land holdings. Proprietors
commonly filed petitions and lawsuits in defence of shoen interests, but Kdyasan's direct
involvement in disputes within estates fostered the development of close ties of kinship and
mutual benefit between temple and estate residents. Estate-born monks brought temple armies
down to defend their relatives’ land, and the temple involved itself in local conflicts to strengthen
its control over estate-based society, to secure revenue, and to fight miniature proxy wars against
rival temples. The numerous lawsuits by and against Koyasan demonstrate both the importance
of the legal system and its limited effect in a time of localism and increasing violence.
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