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Estate”
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**Note: The numbers in the text below indicate the illustrations that Mr. Nishida will show —see
page 2 for a list.

Ono city is located in the southeastern portion of Hydgo prefecture, in the northeastern portion of
the Harima area (northern Harima). The abundant benefits of the Kako river, which flows
through the present-day city, contributed to cultural development in the region from a very early
age. A major topographic feature is the broad terrace along the bank, formed by the river. Ono
city is located atop that terrace.

Todaiji’s holding Obe estate, one focus of this conference, was located on the most prominent
terraced portion, along the east bank of the Kako river. (1) The land along the east bank rises in
several terraces: broadly speaking, a lower, a middle, and an upper terrace —respectively 30, 50,



and 70-100 meters in elevation. (2,3,4) I will discuss when these terraces were first opened to
cultivation.

To begin, when investigations were conducted at the time that improvements were made in
arable land, the remains of a number of hamlets were discovered, of a type that first appeared in
the Yayoi period about 2000 years ago. (5) Representative sites include Takadafurunawashiro,
Takadamiyanoushiro, Shikijinishi, Shikijihokusei, Ojiyamanoshitanishi, Ojitsujinouchi, and
Ojishironoshita. (6,7, 8) These hamlets continued into the Tumulus period, and mounded tombs,
the burial places for elites of the time, were built on the edge of the 50-meter terrace.
Representative examples of such burial mounds are the Otsuka and Shikiji tombs. The mirrors
and iron weapons excavated from these sites provide evidence that very powerful people were
buried there. (9, 10) In the Nara period, a Buddhist temple was established on the 50-meter
elevation, but by the end of the Heian period it had fallen into ruin, and the site is now known as
the Kodo temple remains. Now it has been designated as a national historic site, and has been
established as a historical park. (11, 12) The main image worshipped at this temple was moved
to Jodoji’s Yakushi Hall at the northeastern edge of Obe estate.

Thus while villages were established and land was cultivated from ancient times on the 30-meter
elevation, the 50-meter terrace was occupied only by temples and burial mounds, remaining
sacred space.

Additional archaeological sites found on the 50-meter terrace date from the end of the Heian
period: the Kiyotani site, thought to be a government office, and the Minamiyama site, location
of a kiln where pottery was fired. (13) That was just the period when T6daiji established Obe
estate there, in exchange for other holdings. Perhaps Tddaiji monks were tempted by the broad
terrace at the 50-meter elevation, the as-yet undeveloped land known as Kanogahara. However,
developing this land did not proceed easily. Chdgen, the holy man who headed the campaign to
rebuild Todaiji, (14) promoted this land reclamation effort through re-establishing boundary
markers for the estate, building J6doji as his base of operations, and constructing irrigation
facilities such as the North and South ponds. There are many traditions surrounding Chogen’s
activities there: for example, that he opened Kanogahara lands to cultivation in a single day; that
when he dug in the ground with his hoe, water bubbled up; that Nigori (Muddy) pond was
created from the mud that dripped from his hoe when he washed it; and that he hung his ox’s
saddle on a pine tree, that came to be known as the Saddle-Hanging Pine. Investigations
accompanying the improvement of arable in that area confirm that there were irrigation canals
and rice-paddy ridges there. The remains seem to be those of agricultural production, not a
dwelling site. (15)

The land reclamation on the 50-meter terrace took place after Obe estate was established. Thus 4
hamlets in the area— Kurokawa, Kiyotani, Nakajima, and Kddo—are thought to have been
founded at the same time as the estate. Residents of the two terraces were parishioners of two
different shrines: those who lived on the lower terrace belonged to Kumano shrine, (16) and
those on the terrace above, to Hachiman shrine (17) on the precincts of J6doji.

Originally there were eleven monks’ cottages within the Jodoji precincts, and two of them —
Hojiin and Kankiin—remain. (18) The archaeological excavations that accompanied the



improvement of arable land uncovered foundation stones for these buildings’ pillars. (19) The
structures themselves have already disappeared, but their traces still remain in the earth.

Not only did Chogen build J6doji, but he was also deeply involved in the construction of
Nagaodera and Raigdji, beyond the boundaries of Obe estate. Many tiles dating to the Kamakura
period have been found at the Nagaodera site. (20) These findings indicate that this area was a
port for transport of materials, or a source of irrigation water.

(21) Using archaeological data, one can investigate the period when fields at Obe estate were
reclaimed, as well as the activities of Chogen at the estate. Please come to Ono city, and visit
the location of Obe estate, to learn about J6dodo and its famous Amida triad!
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