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In a large organization such as Tddaiji, records are generated and stored within each of its
internal divisions. Various elements within Todaiji participated in the management of Obe estate
in a very complex way. Therefore, in order to understand the history of the estate’s management
in concrete detail, we must base our analysis on historical materials from each internal division.
In this presentation, I will document the management of Obe estate from early Kamakura times
until the mid- Muromachi age as it shifted from one Toddaiji internal division to another. I will
also examine the characteristics of pertinent documents in each interval.

In the early and middle Kamakura period, Obe estate was under the jurisdiction first of Chdgen,
the person in charge of rebuilding Tddaiji after its destruction in 1181, and then it came under the
jurisdiction of the Todaiji cloister known as Ténan‘in. Documents pertaining to Obe estate can
be found in the collection Zuishin’in monjo, which includes records from medieval Ténan’in.
From late Kamakura times through the period of the North-South Court, however, management



rights shifted back and forth between Tonan’in and Tddaiji as a whole —what might be called
“the corporate Tddaiji.” Many of the documents from the period when the corporate temple
assumed control of the estate are now kept in the archives of the Tddaiji Library, the main
storage location for such records. However, there are almost no documents in those archives
from the periods of Tonan’in management. Those records can be found instead in the document
collection of Shinpukuji Hoshoin in Owari province, which had inherited some Ténan’in
religious texts. Fortuitously, these texts were inscribed on the reverse side of Obe estate
documents, and thus the latter were preserved.

From the end of the North-South courts period, corporate Todaiji and two of its internal divisions
acting together, the Ordination Platform and the Oil Storehouse, shared management duties and
prerogatives. The corporate temple appointed a deputy, who managed the estate under a contract
for a fixed portion of the rent receipts. For that reason, T6daiji itself did not retain any
documents pertaining to day-to-day management. The Ordination Platform and Oil Storehouse,
however, took charge of actual affairs on the entire estate, including those under the jurisdiction
of the corporate temple. In fact, it appears that the deputy of the corporate temple often relied
upon Ordination Platform-QOil Storehouse management. The pertinent documents are presently
mixed in with documents transmitted from the corporate temple, and they are stored in the
Tddaiji Library archives. However, they were probably originally passed on in separate bundles.

The history of the origins and transmission of Obe estate documents can help us gain a deeper
understanding of the way the estate was actually managed.



