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In this paper, I examine written and archaeological evidence to explore connections between
maritime shoen in the medieval Seto Inland Sea. While much of the scholarship on medieval
maritime shipping examines center-periphery relationships, I will look at the intra-sea movement
of both people and products. Evidence shows a wide variety of interaction between even
geographically remote shoen, both in the types of goods being produced and used, and in
tracking the movements of skilled workers such as ships’ captains. By exploring these
connections, I hope to clarify the role of the maritime shoen in economic development during the
medieval period.
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