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(A copy of the Powerpoint for this presentation in .pptx format can be viewed here.)

Warfare may have defined Japan’s Sengoku era (1467-1568), but few developments were as
significant as the changes in economics that occurred during this century. This paper examines
one fundamental economic issue, that of “surplus,” on the Kujo family’s Hine estate in southern
Izumi Province during the period from 1501-1504. During these four years, the former kanpaku
Kujo Masamoto resided on the estate and kept a detailed diary, Masamotoko tabihikitsuke, which
(along with Kujo family documents) allows us to examine the estate’s economics in detail. This
paper will argue that there was considerable economic surplus being produced on the estate, that
it was highly contested, and that two of the primary recipients were not warriors but instead the
local villagers or peasants and Negoroji temple in nearby Kii Province.
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