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"Hine no shd Remains: The Preservation, Exhibition, and Restoration of the Site"

(A copy of the Powerpoint for this presentation in .pptx format can be viewed here.)
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Kamakura-period estate maps and records of estate officials from the Sengoku period have
helped us to understand many aspects of the archaeological traces of Hine no shd, an estate in
Izumi province. Hine estate’s remains have been preserved by the national government of Japan
as historical artifacts (important cultural treasures). Established to preserve and disseminate
knowledge about the estate, [zumi San’o Historical Museum displays related information and
materials. Located at the site of the estate, the museum features both the estate itself and
medieval estates in general, with a special focus on the daily lives of the villagers who lived
there.

This talk introduces exhibits at the museum, as well as efforts to preserve the remains of Hine
estate. Our aim is not only to educate people and spread information about the estate, but also to
contribute to research that recreates the estate’s landscape and the history of its residents’ lives.
Through preserving artifacts and displaying them at the museum, we focus on estates as the
space where people lived out their daily lives. Without examining archaeological remains, we
cannot study and recreate the estate’s landscape or the way its residents lived.



The archaeological landscape of the estate includes traces of hamlets, paddy and dry fields,
headquarters, fortifications, temples and shrines, canals, graveyards, roads, and borders, as well
as natural features such as mountains, moors, rivers, and the sea. Such features provided the
setting for the social life of the medieval estate. The restoration of artifacts from the estate
facilitates both the restoration of the physical context of life on the estate, and the recreation of
the entire landscape. Thus I think that an approach based on remains located at the actual site
makes a significant contribution to research on the medieval estate system.



