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Land Reclamation and Irrigation”

(A copy of the Powerpoint for this presentation in .pptx format can be viewed here.)
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For a long time, research on the history of agriculture and land reclamation in medieval Japan
focused on rice cultivation and paddy fields. Criticism from Amino Yoshiko in the 1970s (see
Amino 1980), however, stimulated research on dry field cultivation, leading to an expansion of
scholarly work on that topic. (Kimura, comp. 2010)

Based on such research, it is necessary to re-examine previous work on the history of land
reclamation centered on paddy field cultivation, as well as the related history of agricultural
irrigation systems. In this paper, I will re-evaluate land reclamation and irrigation in the
medieval period, from the perspective of the history of dry field cultivation.

First, let us consider the frequency with which land surrounding a residence was put into
cultivation. In many cases, a residence included not only a house to live in but also surrounding
dry fields, and therefore, we must recognize the cultivation of dry fields as the basis for land
reclamation. This was all the more important for ordinary people, since the home —the house
and dry fields—was the base for peoples’ lives. Second, and closely related to the first point, is
that although fields opened to cultivation were often described as wilderness, as a matter of fact
they often lay within the old classical grid system that had marked earlier cultivated land. Third,
as a premise for land opening, there were quite a few existing cultivated fields. Thus, in many
cases what was called land reclamation was actually an extension of cultivation to abandoned
fields and undeveloped areas surrounding land already in cultivation.

Taking these four special characteristics together, even though we talk about the opening of rice
fields, there are hardly any examples of complete wilderness being made into paddy. Rather, it
was much more common to develop land by first taking dry field areas around residences as a
starting point, then using already developed fields as a base to extend cultivation to abandoned or
undeveloped fields within the classical grid system. I will give further details at the conference,
but it would be best to characterize medieval land reclamation not at all as the development of
wilderness, but rather the re-opening of abandoned fields and areas.



If we define land reclamation in this way, then naturally, irrigation must also be seen as a method
to enable the re-opening of land. Thus if the land selected for reclamation were only abandoned
fields there would be no problem, but since there were abandoned fields within the classical grid
system, currently cultivated dry fields were often included as areas to be reclaimed. Therefore,
when large-scale canals were dug to reclaim abandoned paddy, this meant the destruction of
existing cultivated areas such as dry fields. Not surprisingly this aroused a lot of opposition.
There was conflict between elite classes, who wanted to develop paddy fields on a large scale by
digging irrigation canals, and local residents who wanted to protect the dry fields that supported
their own daily lives.

More than anything, it is necessary to look closely at land reclamation and irrigation in the early
medieval period with full recognition of the class contradictions involved.

Along with verifying such social class contradictions, I will also give my personal opinion on
land reclamation and irrigation at Obe estate in Harima province, based on the arguments above.

S 3CHk
MR 1980 THAHHORRG  CalEM)

KINEF- 1961  Titic &1 256 L BIF 0 @iERy  ( THARPHEN S OfE) A
BENE, 19784F)

/NEPTE 1997 T/NEFTIER g B4 &
------ 2001 T/hEpihishy 56 1%

JSHT 1996 TREEEEIRTRAE DBASE & AKF],  RERRE A DERZ 5D - <0
SCRETHIR)

ARSI 1977 TR ERSZHNC 31 2 BEOMER L ARG ( THAE « dhh &
oWt (KREERE. 19924F)

------ 1988 THAGER D TEEH, & &fF, (A k)
------ 1992 THAGMR - pitEER O KREEE)

ARG THAERSE s ) 15ASCER, 20104



(57 I S AR R B 2008 TASED 5 W2 HARN (51155 3CAH)

FHAFE 1959 Tt o—FRe ) ( THARTEFESRIRZ S 07t AiEE,
19674F)

HAEZ & 2 2000 N7 D& s (HABEHAHE 2 0 0 0 FFEEEEREE
FHES 1 58)

FEAIEHL 1995 THREIEEDRE) (LR Thitto 47 5 SEOREIRES)

KFKZEE 2002 Trfr - STt O 58l Efids (BOE#R)



