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[English]
{Advancement to Queen Consort, Junior Consort'® Ishi}

Sixteenth day, Kinotomi {42™ day of sexagenary cycle}. Today was the day when the Junior
Consort Fujiwara no Ishi advanced to the position of Queen-Consort. (Third daughter of the former
Premier Minister'' {Michinaga}. The household holds the positions of Senior Grand Queen-Consort, Grand Queen-
Consort, and Queen-Consort, ' which is unprecedented.) Because it was an inauspicious day for me,
sutras were chanted on my behalf at Kiyomizudera." I had the chanting monks offer prayers and
sound the gongs. I rode to the palace in the same carriage with the Advisor for the Council of
State.'* 9:30 AM. The court nobles and state ministers had not yet arrived. In a short while, the

® Yuan Zhen (779-831), a famous Tang poet and novelist.

' At this time, the positions of kogd and chiigii were undifferentiated and referred to the same figure. However, in
the reign of Ichijo Tennd, the roles were separated when a second woman was raised to the status of Official Consort.
The initial occupant was made Kogd, while the new consort was appointed Chiigii. Therefore from this time it
became customary to have more than one queen-consort. In such cases, the first consort to be appointed would be
promoted from chiigii to kdgd if a new consort was appointed. Officially, the position of Kogd was equal to that of
Chugt, but there were cases where the Chiigli was the more powerful figure. For this reason, from the reign of Ichijo
Tennd onwards, kdogd should be translated as ‘senior queen-consort’, while chiigi should be ‘queen-consort’ in order
to reflect the official difference which emerged between the two positions. [ /5., H'E., —FKE] (modified
from: USC Kambun Workshop 2007)

"' Head of the Council of State (Daijokan) and prime minister, according to the Law on Personnel (Shikiin-ryd) of
the Taihd Code. Such an official generally held the first rank. The first daijodaijin was Prince Otomo in Tenji's era.
After promulgation of the codes, the office was filled only when an extraordinary individual was available to fill it.
[KECE., BES., KERES., KKET. K¥] (Joan Piggott, Emergence of Japanese Kingship, p.309)
PREKE., BKE. BIEDO#RIR, Encyclopedia Nipponica

" Need note

" If you look at the last line on page 49 of the Shdyiiki text, you see that Fujiwara no Sukehira is the saisho for this
period. *Relationship with Sanesuke? Add note here
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Senior Controllers of the Left and Right'® arrived to the residential palace.'® At midday, Minister
of the Right {Fujiwara no Kinsue} as well as various senior nobles arrived. The Royal
Secretary'’ cum Lesser Controller of the Right {Fujiwara no} Sukenari was next to arrive, and
conveyed to the Minister of the Right the following order {from the tennd}: “The Second Queen-
Consort {chiigii} shall become Grand Queen-Consort, and the Junior Consort Ishi {is made}
Queen Consort. Have the royal proclamation'® drafted.”

Then, the Minister of the Left arrived. The Minister of the Right apprised the Minister of the Left
[{Fujiwara no} Akimitsu] of the situation. At that point {Sukenari'’} rose from his seat, perhaps
to report {to the tennd} that the Minister of the Left*® had arrived? Before the orders had been
received {from the tennd}, the Minister of the Left summoned the Senior Palace Secretary
[Fujiwara no] Yoshitada and had him submit the royal proclamation {conveying} the
advancement {of Ishi.} Then the draft was submitted. Various doubts were expressed by those
present {on the Minister of the Left, Akimitsu’s conduct}, as the Minister of the Right had
originally received the order {from the tennd to create the royal proclamation}. Even if there
were informal orders {from the tennd to Akimitsu}, shouldn’t the {official} orders of the day be

followed in giving orders about the royal proclamation? (Someone said, “Without receiving the order
{from the tennd}, the Minister of the Left ordered the Palace Secretary to create a royal proclamation that stated:
“Queen-Consort’s Residence will be made Grand Queen-Consort’s office.” Thus, when the Premier Minister
{Michinaga} heard of this matter, he was incensed and greatly disparaged the Minister of the Left’s words. His
words do not bear repeating.)

This was extremely irregular. In the meantime, Sukenari {returned and} conveyed the {tennd’s}
orders about the royal proclamation to the Minister of the Left.*' In these circumstances {ie.

since Akimitsu had already had the draft submitted}, Sukenari was given the draft. (This was likely
submitted to the regent, {either at} the end of the double hour of the horse or the beginning of the double hour of the

sheep {1:00 pm}). Then, the order to make a clean copy was given. The clean copy was
memorialized {to the regent/throne} and then returned. Regarding the {choice of} counselor for
the royal proclamation emissary (senmydshi’’), Sukenari was made to inquire regarding the
{tennd’s} thoughts. (I heard the Supreme Minister {Michinaga} had arrived there earlier, and as before, will
have the power of appointment).

'> Kugyd Bunin tells us the names of those serving as 2547 X7 at this time (pg. 266, entry for Kannin 2nd year)
Fujiwara no Asatsune is the Senior Controller of the Right, and Minamoto no Michikata is the Senior Controller of
the Left.

'® Need note on residential palace

'7 An official of fifth or sixth rank, responsible to the Chamberlains’ Office (Kurddodokoro) and under the
supervision of two Secretaries (Kurddo no To) of somewhat higher rank. A Chamberlain was admitted to the privy
chamber and had direct access to the Emperor; he was also allowed to wear colours and fabrics normally forbidden
to a man of his rank.[JE& AT, JE& A#H] (Royall Tyler, Tale of Genji, p. 1161)

'8 An oral edict proclaimed before officialdom, generally from the Daigokuden. In the early eighth century
proclamation of oral edicts played an important part in accession rites. Our earliest examples are archived in the
Shoku nihongi and date from Mommu Tennd's age. Some fragmentary earlier examples of semmy®d inscribed on
mokkan have been uncovered as well. [ KMRE, f5¢ 0 Afd, LK E . AKfii] (Joan Piggott, Emergence of
Japanese Kingship, p. 323)

' Not specified in the text who rose here, but likely Sukenari was the kuroudo; unlikely that the Ministers of the
Left or Right would go to report.

2 Need note on joro

2 Note: as discussed above, the Minister of the Left should have waited for these orders

2 Need note



Kambun Workshop 2014

{The order was:} “The Right Captain of the Gate Guards, {Fujiwara no} Sanenari {Middle
Counselor} should serve.” The Minister of the Right spoke: “If the son serves as the royal
proclamation emissary and the father must perform salutations {bow}, is this not a problem?”
Having consulted {the tennd and regent} about what to do, {their} instructions were followed,
and {Kinsue} did not stand in the line.

The guards served at this mid-level court ritual. (They did not use the koshé (folding benches). {They
wore} hoeki (closed-side robes), and had tsubo yanagui (round quivers), etc.). At this time, the tennd arrived
in the South Hall (Naden™). (The Supreme Minister, Regent, and Minister of the Right were within the
bamboo screens of the South Hall.) The various nobles and I went out through the Shikiseimon, and
then I prepared to serve as the Director of Outer Ceremonies. {We} put on our {ceremonial}
shoes at the Torinosashi,”* and then took our seats. The shashi (benches) were set out, but the
ceremonial chest” was not set out. One should say this was irregular. The Council Secretary was
summoned and asked whether the royal palace attendants,” the Ministry of Personnel, the Board
of Censors, and the Yin Yang officials were present or not. {The Council Secretary} said, “All
are present.” I gave the order to quickly form the {ceremonial} line. Thereupon, the Shomei,

Choraku, Eian, and Kenrei gates were opened. (There was no one at the right palace guard post and the
western {right-side} door of the Kenrei gate was not opened. Therefore, they opened the left guardroom. Afterwards,

the right palace guards and officials of the right - two or three people in all - stood in the guardroom.) The
Minister of the Left, {who was the} Master of Inner Ceremonies,”’ summoned the palace
attendants. The royal palace attendants acknowledged his summons. The Junior Counselor,
Koremitsu entered. I stood up, and moved to the front of the guardroom of the left palace guards.

Each took his place in order {in the line}. Koremitsu returned, conveyed the order {of the Master
of Inner Ceremonies}, and withdrew behind the curtained enclosure.”® Then we proceeded to the
eastern edge of the curtained enclosure {partition} and when the various {senior} nobles reached
the southern edge of the guardroom of the Left Palace Guards, each in turn bowed and entered.
Koremitsu cut an extremely strange figure, waiting as each bowed. Could anyone know of a
precedent {for such behavior}? The various members of the Council of State took their places
according to the place markers.” The three Yin Yang officials stood in order. (Fourth rank {Abe no}
Yoshihira, Fifth Rank {Abe no} Yoshimasa, and {Abe no} Fumitaka, each of them members of Yin Yang houses.)

When the line was set, the Master of Inner Ceremonies summoned the captain of the right gate
guard. He {the captain} acknowledged the summons and entered {the South Hall}. He {the
captain} was given the royal proclamation and descended from the hall {South Hall}. He
stopped and stood in the second bay of the western corridor. (He withdrew to the north.) Next, the
Master of Inner Ceremonies descended from the hall, and joined the line. Then the emissary of
the royal proclamation then arrived at his marker. The royal proclamation was read twice, and
each time the various retainers bowed twice {saihai}. Once they were done, the emissary of the

23 Add note

24 Add note

25 Add note

26 Need note on Odoneri

2" Need note on naiben

*® Need note on man and placement
2 Need note
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royal proclamation turned to the left and returned to his original place. (His {return} path was directly
to the south. {It was suggested that} he should have returned by following the path he took to get there, {which
would mean he would} pass above the ministers and other nobles senior to him. {I thought} this was very

inappropriate. There must be some precedent. According to the Senior Counselor, “Both precedents exist.” ) Next
the Minister of the Left and below exited. (The Minister passed to the south of the curtained enclosure - not
the usual custom. I, and those below me, went out as we came in from the north of the curtained enclosure.) Again,
we approached the Torinososhi and removed our {ceremonial} shoes. Entering from the eastern
gate, we returned to the guardroom. The Minister of the Right was standing beyond the wall of
the guardroom.

Following this, I had a private word {with the Minister of the Right}. The Yin Yang officials
{tone} should have been summoned by the Master of Inner Ceremonies {naiben}. However, the
chamberlain {jijii}, was summoned (Akimitsu: “Mauchikimitachi”"). It is said that the Supreme
Minister was surprised and thought it was strange. Head of the Royal Secretariat {kurodo no to},
{Fujiwara no} Sadayori, conveyed the regent’s correspondence to both {the Ministers of the Left
and Right}. (Shouldn’t the royal proclamation regarding the advancement in position to royal consort (rikké) have
been conveyed to the highest-ranking minister by the Head of the Royal Secretariat? Weightier matters are handled
by the Royal Secretariat. Lighter matters are presented by the Head of the Royal Secretariat. Here the Head is
handling the light, and the Royal Secretariat, the weighty. Second Controller of the Left, {Fujiwara no} Tsunemichi,
attended a Yuima-e,”' and it is said he has not yet returned {to Heiankyd} )

At that point, both the ministers of the left and the minister of the right visited the regent’s
quarters. A short while later the nobles arrived. Standing before the regent, the ministers of the
left and right and Senior Controller of the Right {Minamoto no} Michikata®® appointed the

members of the second queen consort {Ishi}’s household: (Senior second rank Counselor to the Throne
cum Senior Counselor and Imperial Inspector of the Provincial Governments, Lord Fujiwara Tadanobu.> Junior
second rank Provisional High Steward cum Provisional Middle Counselor {Fujiwara no} Yoshinobu. Senior fourth
rank lower, Second-level Manager cum Governor of Tajima, Tachibana no Ason Noritaka.** Junior fourth rank
lower, Provisional Second-level Manager Fujiwara no Ason Kanefusa. Lower fifth rank, Senior Second-level
Manager™ of the lower fifth rank, Fujiwara no Ason Kinari. Lower fifth rank, Provisional Senior Second-level
Manager cum Governor of Mikawa, Minamoto no Ason Tameyoshi. Junior Second-level Manager, Fujiwara
Yoribumi. Second-level Manager of Court Music cum Provisional Junior Second-level Manager, Fujiwara Akimichi.
Senior Fourth-level Official cum Third-level Official of the Statistics Bureau Official, Enuma no Motoaki. Junior
Fourth-level Official cum Fourth-level Official of the Bureau of Carpentry, Koremune Yukimasa. Provisional Junior
Fourth-level Official cum Fourth-level Official of the Statistics Bureau, Tamenobu.)

For the appointment, the minister of the left took the baton (shaku)’® and then withdrew. (As per
the order of the Supreme Minister, a final copy was made before the Regent. Perhaps this was in order to move
things forward more quickly.) The Minister of the Left said, "The guards should be summoned and

assemble quickly. The roll of appointees should be given to the Counselor." This and that was

3% Need note

3! A yuima-e is a ceremony centered around the reading of the Yuima-gyo (The Vimalakirti Sutra) at Kofukuji. For
more on the yuima-e in English, see Mikael Bauer, “The Yuima-e as Theater of State.”

PEEGES (LU 0A B0 ) The fifth son of Minamoto no Shigenobu. His highest held position was that
of provisional middle counselor, and he reached the upper second rank.

33 Add footnote

MEBE (ZUEOLELID) =HEDLEE, Modern day Hydgo prefecture.

3% Add note: of the Chiigiishiki?

3% Add note
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said - the precedent is to summon the guards after the roll of appointees has been given. The
Minister agreed. He summoned the (Council) Secretary, placed the Register of Appointments in a
box, and gave it to the (Council) Secretary. Then he returned to the guardroom. The rest filed
after him.

At this time, the lords Tadanobu and Yoshinobu entered through the descended the

stairs, and proceeded to the archery range®’ to offer thanks {for their appointments}. (Both
ministers were courtiers permitted into the Waiting Room of the Audience Chamber, so should they not have crossed

the South Hall and proceeded through the archery range?) Instead, they retraced their steps and left. The
Minister of the Left {Akimitsu} summoned the Aide of Ceremonial and gave out the names for
promotion. (He did not even err with such words as "Moko" and "Maketamau".)

Day 3 Part IV English Translation
Next, he {Fujiwara no Akimitsu} had two hizatsuki cloths laid out {to protect one’s knees while
kneeling}, and summoned the commanders and assistants of the Six Guards. He commanded

them, “Serve as the guides for the queen-consort.” (I wonder if he should have commanded them to serve
as guards?*® The Left and Right Imperial Bodyguards, Left and Right Gate Guards, * and the Right Gate Guards
were absent. The Assistant of the Left Military Guards,*® {Fujiwara no} Koreto, wore a sword with a mother of pearl
inlay. This was very unconventional. The precedent was that the high nobility wore obi and mother
of pearl inlaid swords. The right gate guard was not present, and the council secretary was consequently informed.)

Subsequently the Ministers of the Left and Right and those lower in rank exited from the Shikisei

Gate to visit the new palace. (At first the Minister of the Left {Fujiwara no Akimitsu} said that he would not
attend, but suddenly he changed his mind and decided to go. Lord {Minamoto no} Shunken said that today he
{Akimitsu} unexpectedly submitted a nomination for palace inspector. It was not approved. He was so furious at
this result that he had said he would not attend.)

I expressed my concerns to Lord Shunken about whether the superior officers ought to see the
Ministers off. Lord Shunken® replied, “Did they forget?”” The precedent is that when the
Ministers exit by the Shikisei Gate the superior officers should see them off. However, the
Ministers should {then} let them off the hook.

The Minister of the Left and those lower in rank arrived at the new palace {Jotomon’in, Ishi’s
new residence}. (The attendants of the Queen Consort’s household and the nobles of her family had already
arrived at the J6tomon’in*?). Noritaka no Ason, Associate Director {of the Queen’s Household

Agency}, reported the particulars. (The councilor to the throne {Tadanobu} asked, “T arrived earlier and have
already expressed my gratitude {for my appointment}. Should I line up again?” I answered, “That was as {a
member of} the Queen Consort’s Household attendants. This time you are leading the nobles. You should probably
bow.” Lord Shunken gave the same answer as I did. The councilors to the throne and provisional councilors to the

throne then lined up.) {Noritaka} went back out, and transmitted the orders {from Ishi, the Queen

37
°" Add note
3% Akimitsu used the term kei (7X); the proper term is keijin (F&F#) . In his typical fashion, Sanesuke belittles
Akimitsu through a rhetorical question.
3% Add note - McCullough
* McCullough
*!' A superior officer along with Sanesuke
42
Need note
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Consort, to enter}. The Minister of the Left and those lower in rank entered from the West Center
Gate and lined up by rank. Highest ranked to the west.

The chamberlain(s) did not line up. They were urged a second time,** but did not come and line
up. (Retired Regent {Michinaga} also urged the chamberlains, calling out several times in a loud voice from behind

his bamboo blinds**). After bowing, people arrived in {rank} order at the eastern wing. (They sat
facing each other in the main hall {of the eastern wing}, highest ranked to the north. In ancient times, it is said that
they would sit on the veranda. The {fourth-ranked} chamberlains were on the south veranda of the main hall, lined

up with highest ranked to the west, facing north. The fifth-ranked chamberlains were on the southern veranda*’ ).

In the above-mentioned {eastern} wing, the blinds were not rolled up, and they placed folding
screens measuring four shaku.*® Brocade-edged tatami mats (kéraiberi) were laid out. The square
cushions®’ and the round cushions*® were not spread out. Purple-edged tatami mats were laid out
for the seats of the chamberlains. The feast had been laid out in advance {on the tables}. The first
round of sake (the regent*’ and Counselor to the Throne {Fujiwara no} Tadanobu). The second round of
sake (Senior Captain of the Inner Palace Guards of the Right Norimichi, Provisional Director {of the Queen
Consort’s Household} Yoshinobu). The third round of sake (Tsunefusa, the Provisional Director of the Grand
Queen’s Household, and Left Captain of the Palace Gate Guards™ {Fujiwara no} YorimuneSI).

After the first round was finished, the regent took his seat. Then, Director of the Grand Queen’s
Household Michitsuna took his seat. (Lord Michitsuna said that he had experienced back pain and did not go
to the residential palace, {and instead, he} came directly to {Ishi’s} palace.) The fifth and sixth rounds were
for the senior nobles and chamberlains. During this time, the female attendants®” served the meal.
Afterwards, straw round cushions were laid out on the south-facing veranda {of the main ,
where Ishi would have been seated}. The courtiers were summoned {to sit in front of Ishi in the
main hall}. The regent and those with him took their seats. The low table trays were placed in
position.

Retired Regent [Michinaga] took the sake cup and set it down at the seat of the highest ranker.
Regent left his seat.”® Facing the Minister of the Right, he {Michinaga} set {the cup} down. At
that time there was no path for the sake servers, and they passed through the grounds and
ascended via the south stairs. Perhaps they were adjusting to the circumstances. The sake servers
came one after another where there was already no room to pass. Consequently, the low tray
tables had to be removed {to make room}. Seats were arranged on the east side of the south

* They were probably urged by Tadanobu

* But they did not come and line up, possibly because they were hesitant to join

* Need to adjust according to our final decision on how to translate sunoko/hisashi/matahisashi

I height, add note on how tall this is

T (L ER) shitomi

PHEE (b b 5E) wardza

YiEEEE (5 U H? XY ADB) Fujiwara no Yorimichi. The oldest son of Fujiwara no Michinaga. Born 992,
died 1074. He held the positions of regent, chief-of-staff, and Prime Minister, and reached the rank of junior first
rank.

O EEM (SZ2HADNH)

SEEERE: (5 U B ? X Y Eeka) Fujiwara no Yorimune. The second son of Fujiwara no Michinaga. Born 993,
died 1065. His highest held position was that of minister of the right, and he reached the junior first rank.

52 uneme, Note needed

>3 The regent is Michinaga’s son, Yorimichi. He leaves his seat to avoid receiving sake from his father.
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steps, and the entertainers were summoned and given tray tables {with their food}. The senior
nobles, royal intimates, and others played strings and sang with the entertainers. On the veranda
and the grounds strings and woodwinds played together. After three or four rounds, Retired
Regent {Michinaga} said jovially, “General of the Right should pass the cup to my child.” (He
meant the Regent.) I picked up the cup and passed it to Regent. Regent passed it to Minister of the
Left. Minister of the Left passed it to Retired Regent, and Retired Regent passed to Minister of
the Right. It went around to one person after another in order. Then emoluments were given to
everyone from Retired Regent down. Retired Regent said “Ah! To be receiving such a reward
from my child!” The musicians were also given emoluments.

Retired Regent {Michinaga} summoned me and said: “I want to recite waka. Without fail you
must respond.” I replied: “Indeed, we should present waka.” He continued, saying: “I have a
poem - not one that I prepared in advance.”

This world, I think,
Is indeed my world.
Like the full moon I shine,
Uncovered by any cloud.”

I said, “What an elegant poem! There is no way to respond. We should all intone this wonderful
poem. Bai Juyi® did not respond to Yuan Zhen’s’® Chrysanthemum Poem”’, but {instead} spent
a whole day reciting his poems in appreciation. The senior nobles echoed my remarks and recited
the poem several times. Retired Regent {Michinaga} was satisfied, and did not demand a
response. It grew late and a bright moon rose. Assisting each other™® each departed.

>* Translation taken from Ivan Morris, The World of the Shining Prince (New York: Kodansha International, 1964):
60-61
>3 Bai Juyi (772-846) or Bo Juyi, a Chinese poet of the Tang dynasty. His poems focus on observations made during
his career as a government official
*% Yuan Zhen (779-831), a famous Tang poet and novelist.
> «“Chrysanthemum poem”: This appears to be a famous poem of Yuan Zhen. A quick search online, turned up this
unofficial translation:

Autumn clusters surround my house just

like Tao Yuanming's.

I'walk full circle round the fence as the

sun slowly tilts.

It's not that I love chrysanthemums more

than other flowers,

but that no others will blossom after

these blooms wither.
>¥ Because they were drunk.
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