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27" day, kinoene {1* day of the sexagenary cycle! [a dangerous day]". It rained heavily last
night; this morning it grew more and more torrential.

A page arrived and reported, “

, ‘The three ministers were feeling under the
weather and did not come. You {Sanesuke} should go to the palace before the first quarter of the
double hour of the snake {~9:30 AM}.”” Not knowing what this was about, I can only speculate,
but might it have been about today’s advancement of the queen consort? Perhaps they stayed
away out of deference to the Minister of the Left?'* In the sky there are not two suns; on the
earth, there are not two lords."” Thus, I have nothing to fear. I had him report {to the tennd},
“Since last night I have been a little sick, but nonetheless I will help. It will be difficult to arrive
before the hour of the snake {9:00 AM}.”

I borrowed the long straw mat from the head of the repairs bureau'® {shdsaku, here, Fujiwara no
Michitd} and sent it quickly. Perhaps this is for the banquet for the new queen consort {kogo}?

The head of the board of censors cum middle counselor [Fujiwara no Tokimitsu]'” sent someone
to report to me: “This day, the Licutenant'® [Fujiwara no] Kanetd should have served at the
Yoshida Festival; '* however, he is troubled with his tapeworm and has not yet recovered.
Therefore, the Lieutenant [Mutobe no] Nakashige should be commanded to act in his place. The
minister of the left has given permission {for him to serve} this evening. In his command
{Michinaga} stated, “You should contact the general.” Thus, {this message} has been conveyed
{to you}.” Upon hearing this message, . {I sent} hakama (without patterns, like those used
for the Kamo Festival). | commanded {my} attendant, Palace Guard Morichika, to take them to the
home of the director-counselor. (Reward {to Morichika}: A set of clothing.)

I sent one set of women's clothing (two-layer purple woven Chinese jacket; a woven over-robe of the same
color; a lightly-colored Chinese jacket; a set of red-dyed, beaten-silk hakama, unlined; and one set of lined hakama
of the same color) to the home of the Fourth Avenue Senior Counselor, in response to his request of
the other day.” He said he had invited his son-in-law [Left Third Rank Middle Captain
Noremichi®'] to visit his home {for a marriage celebration} this evening.”> At daybreak a {sutra}
recitation was conducted at Kiyomizudera because today is a long and trying day. The steward
{who was also} the messenger who had delivered the women’s robes, was given a gift of one

Need footnote

Note on Michinaga’s tactics for disrupting this ceremony.

Quotation from Book of Rites? Need citation.

% «“Nom chinois du service des Réparations, (shurishiki), et du préfet du service, (shuri no daibu) [{&FERk] [f&FE K
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717 (Herail, Fonctions et Fonctionnaires Japonais au Début du Xle Siécle, p. 745)

THEEEDE (5 U B & & D) Fujiwara no Tokimitsu. 948-1015 AD. Second son of Fujiwara no
Kanemichi

' Need footnote

" Need footnote

2 Need footnote

2! Fujiwara no Noremichi (997-1075)

** Need footnote about welcoming son in law
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bolt of silk.”® There was a note of great appreciation {from Fujiwara no Kint5}, {saying that} the
hammered silk was a particularly beautiful color.

Visiting the palace at the first quarter of the double hour of the sheep {~1:30 PM}, the senior
nobles were absent. The Senior Secretary of the Council of State Lord Atsuyori said, “The
decorations of the Southern Hall and various partitions and enclosures have all been put up.
Before the order was given by the noble-in-charge, the attendants responsible for the set up had
completed it. The left middle controller was absent. The fourth-level officer Lord [Tanba no]
Yasuchika was also absent. People said: “It’s said that Lord Yasuchika sent an order from his
house for some lower-ranking secretaries to serve at various places. Since [Lord] Yasuchika is
one who serves the minister of the left, did he perhaps receive orders {from him on this matter}?”

I had {my adopted son} Shihei alert the royal secretary cum controller that I had come to the
palace. I arrived at the guard-post. Partitions and enclosures were set up before the small garden
and in the same way on the western stone platform of the Giyoden.** In a short time, the royal
secretary cum controller left the guard-post and said, “Today there should be an advancement of
the queen consort. In order to perform the ceremony, yesterday, the Royal Secretary [Takashina]
Arihira was sent to the Minister of the Right {Akimitsu} to convey the royal order.”> The
Minister of the Right replied, ‘Recently, I have been feeling fatigued. I am unable to go to the
palace. But if there is no one to accept this position, I will find some help and go to the palace.’
Then the order was given to the Inner Minister {Fujiwara no [Kinsue]}, but he gave the excuse
that it was a day of abstinence. Thus, the order was to be given to the next in rank.”

At this time, Royal Secretary {Takashina no} Arihira appeared in the guard post. He sat behind
the head of the royal secretary cum controller. It seemed as if he would convey an order {from
the tennd}. It was all exceedingly strange, and I had him withdraw. The head of the royal
secretary cum controller gave him the same order. The head of the royal secretary cum controller
then said, “First I must memorialize the tennd about your {Sanesuke’s} arrival.” Then he
immediately went to the waiting room of the royal audience chamber®® {of the Seiryoden}.
Taking his place, Arihira came and conveyed the order from the tennd {rinji}, “Are the officials
assembled?” I replied: “First of all, I have not heard anything {about acting as the noble-in-
charge}. What is going on?”” He said: “This morning I had a page report to you that the ministers
could not come, and that {you} were to serve as master of inner ceremonies in the advancement
of the queen consort. Furthermore, that the ceremony should be carried out by the hour of the
sheep {~1:00 PM}, and that you needed to hurry and come to the palace.” I replied, “I did not
hear about serving as the master of the inner ceremonies. The page reported only that it was
ordered that I should go to the palace. Now that there is a royal order, I have memorialized the

throne to say that I will issue the {various} summons and orders. (My thought on the matter is, that
perhaps {he} should not have sent a page to report the order about {serving as} the master of inner ceremonies.
Either the order should be made in advance, or the order should be given face to face at the palace. They are

ignorant of the ways of old.)

I summoned Council Secretary Kimiyori, and gave him orders to summon and dispatch the
residential palace secretary, summon and give orders to the various officials and guards, and

3 Need footnote - from the Shijé counselor, Fujiwara no Kinto
24 -
" Need footnote
** Need footnote
*® Reischauer & Reischauer, Early Japanese History c. 40 B.C.-A.D. 1167, Part B, p. 114)
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make the rounds and inform the senior nobles {about the ceremony}. Afterwards, the head of the
royal secretariat cum controller conveyed the order of the tennd: “A royal proclamation

regarding the appointment of the junior consort of the Senyoden [Fujiwara no Seishi] to queen
consort should be made.” I asked, “Should we raise the second queen consort {chiigii} to queen
consort {kogo}, and {then} make the junior consort {nyogo} the second queen consort {chiigii}?”
He replied: “Just make her {Seishi} the queen consort.” I asked, “Her Highness’s name is
Seishi?”” He said, “That is correct.” He added, “Her rank is junior fifth rank lower.” The
residential palace secretary, Sukenobu, entered the palace.”’ I gave him orders to create the royal
proclamation making the junior fifth rank Fujiwara no Seishi into queen consort. However, there
was a question as to whether the royal proclamation should be the same as when appointing a
second queen consort {chiigii}. There was also a question as to whether the royal proclamation
for the previous appointment of a queen consort should be used as a precedent exactly as is. First,
the draft of the previous royal proclamation should be summoned and reviewed. However, the
matter had been previously considered.” Therefore, I gave orders immediately. I ordered Lord
Atsuyori to compare {the royal proclamations}.

I shifted to the southern seat. > The residential palace secretary {Sukenobu} proceeded with the
draft of the royal proclamation. There were no mistakes {in the document}. When I had finished
looking, the messenger took {the draft} to the Minister of the Left {Michinaga}. After a long the
time the messenger still hadn’t returned. Could it be that there was no one to receive the
messenger? The royal secretary controller {Minamoto no Michikata} and Lord Atsuyori had the
same suspicion I did.

Royal Inspector’’ Middle Counselor Takaie, Right Outer Palace Guard Kanehira, and the Head
of the Repairs Bureau arrived. The other senior court ministers were {all} with Second Queen
Consort {Fujiwara no Kenshi.} (I heard that she was with the Minister of the Left at
Higashisanjo.) A messenger {to the Higashisanjo} told the various senior nobles that they were
to go to the palace. He was ridiculed and abused {in front of and by the senior nobles}. This was
reprehensible.

Workshop Day 7

Lord Atsuyori snapped his fingers {to display his contempt}. Lord Atsuyori said, “There was a
summons {for me} from the minister of the left. But {I said} I had other things to do and could
not go presently.”

Tonight, at the first quarter of the double hour of the dog {~7:30 PM}, the Higashisanjo Second
Queen Consort {Kenshi} returned to the palace. Everyone was focused on this event {Kenshi’s
official return to the palace} and did not pay as much attention to the advancement of the Queen
Consort.

" He most likely joined the others in the guardroom

It is not clear who had considered the matter in advance

*’ Located in the Shishiiden

3% An extracodal royal inspector charged with superintending provincial administration in eastern provinces. The
office is thought to have been based on a T'ang precedent, and its holder was higher in rank and possessed greater
authority than the junsatsushi 3¢ 2212, who were also itinerant inspectors. The earliest known appointment was
made in 719 CE.
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After I repeatedly called for the marker for the reader of the royal proclamation, the Ministry of
Central Affairs {finally} placed it. As it reached evening, the third-level official of the Ministry
of Personnel had finally set up the placement markers {seating nobles by rank to observe the
reading}. Today was like throwing water at a rock { }.
This situation stems from the disposition of the Minister of the Left.

Just at the end of the double hour of the monkey {~5:00 PM}, the residential palace secretary
returned and said, “The minister of the left has inspected the draft of the royal proclamation. He
{Michinaga} commands, ‘The draft of the royal proclamation does not differ from the model.
However, the phrases ‘like the queen {kisaki} (Queen Consort) previously appointed’ and
‘governance of the back palace’ should be removed. You should consider this and make {the
corrections}.” Even though I was not convinced of his correction, I had the line deleted and again
presented it to the minister of the left. Again, he {Michinaga} commanded, ‘The line starting
with ‘the governance of the realm’ and the next line should be deleted. {Thus,} the phrase will
read: ‘Ruling this country, from times immemorial...”>' The {rest of the} lines below should be
the same as the old {proclamation}.” {This was} a high-handed critique, and very dubious. {The
residential palace secretary conveyed Michinaga’s order:} ‘After you’ve made the revisions, you
need not bring it to me; tell {Sanesuke} to memorialize it to the tennd.””

I had it re-written according to the order. I took the {re-written royal proclamation} to the

tennd’s residence, and (passing under the stairs) proceeded to the archery grounds. I had it
memorialized to the tennd. Then, it was returned. I had {the residential palace secretary} write a
final draft, and {the royal secretary} memorialized it to the tennd. It was returned, and I returned
to the guard post. Presently I returned {the royal proclamation} to the residential palace secretary,
and had him wait in the guard post. After I left the guard post, I put my shoes on. I summoned

the council secretary and ordered him to assemble the guards. The council secretary reported,
“The guards are assembled.”

Thereupon, I took the royal proclamation along with the baton, and proceeded to the corridor.
(The dark of night) However, it seemed that the guards of the left and the right had not yet
assembled. I called out orders and made them assemble. The royal bodyguards wore the mid-
level ceremony robes. (The junior commanders wore hdeki (closed-side robes) with bow and arrows. The royal
bodyguards who opened the gate wore yellow.) The royal guards stood flanking the stairs on the left and
right. Then, the director of the female chamberlains came to the east railing. After (she) re-
entered {the tennd’s presence}, I ascended the east stairs and by way of the south deck under the
eaves, I arrived at the stool. (I stood by the pillar after the third bay’*). Then, the Shomei, Kenrei and
other gates were opened. In a short time, the members of the Office of Inner Gate Keeper
reached their posts at the eastern and western sides of the Shomei gate and all took their seats.
Next, I summoned the palace attendants twice. The royal attendants acknowledged the summons.
The Junior Counselor Moritaka entered and took his place at the marker. The junior counselor
ordered the Ying Yang Officials to present themselves. Various senior nobles arrived at their

markers and took their places. (Middle Counselor Takaie, Royal Advisors Kanehira, and Michitd. Of the
fourth and fifth ranked not one person. One does not hear of such things in the past.)

31 Need footnote, see Ikeda article. Essentially, Michinaga has removed any implication that this new kogé will rule
alongside the tenno
32 Need footnote

12



Kambun Workshop 2014

I summoned Middle Counselor Lord Fujiwara (Takaie). He acknowledged {the summons} and
came up to stand upon the deck under the eaves. I handed him {Takaie} the royal proclamation
with my right hand. He accepted it and withdrew to stand beside the eastern pillar after the first
bay from the west on the covered walkway. (He stood on the external side of the pillar, facing southwards.)

Next, [ withdrew, leaving the covered walkway from the second bay from the east and joined the
line. Next, the royal proclamation emissary arrived at his marker. He read the proclamation twice.
The ministers and senior nobles bowed with each reading. This was according to the Procedures
{of the Engi Era®}. An alternative {response to} the second reading, however, is a dancing bow.
Recently, on the day that the Second Queen-Consort rose to her position, they reportedly had a
dancing bow. That day was my day of mourning retreat {for my birth-father Fujiwara no
Tadatoshi}, so I did not attend. This is merely something I have been told. There were private
discussions the other day. Nonetheless, today{'s actions accord with those} appearing in the
Procedures and also seen in the journal of my deceased ancestor {Saneyori}. Therefore, I did not
include a dance. The royal proclamation emissary {re-}joined the line. I exited through the
Shomei Gate. Everyone filed out, returning to the guard-post via an eastern inner gate, the
Shikisei Gate, etc.

Royal Secretary Masayasu promptly conveyed a summons {to me from the tennd}. I crossed the
northern inner veranda of the Southern Hall to go to the tenno. I did not feel well. In the waiting
chamber, I drank a {restorative} rice-drink.** I proceeded to go before the fenna. (1 advanced from
the outer veranda, in accordance with precedent.) I sat on the round straw cushion in the eastern inner
veranda (in front of the tennd’s seat). Orders were given {by the fenno} concerning the ceremony for
assigning posts. I called for an attendant to bring me an inkstone, and he put it down in front of
me. There were sheaths of papers pasted together in a roll stored in a willow box. Also, I had
already ordered the royal secretary cum controller to add the list of names of people to be
appointed to the Queen Consort’s household staff {to this box}. There was a command from the
tennd. Everyone agreed. I put the baton down.

I ground the ink and according to the command {of the tennd} I wrote {the name of} the director
of the queen’s household. I asked the tennd if I should write ken {secondary appointment}, and
the tennd permitted it. Next, by his majesty’s command, I wrote {the list of} second-level
managers. [ wrote ken {secondary appointment} just as with the head of the queen consort’s
office. The tennd commanded, “Write them one by one.” While I wrote, his majesty looked at
the list of names of people recommended for appointment {to the queen consort’s household
staff} and gave me his orders. The list had been written following the suggestions given
previously by the new queen consort.

This time, many appointed to the queen consort household’s staff had original appointments, and
for each of them we wrote ken {secondary appointments} above the entries for their names.
After I finished writing, the inkstone and other writing instruments were removed. [ placed {the
list of appointments } in the willow box. I placed my baton in my belt at my hip, and went to his

33 Need footnote
** It is not entirely clear what this drink was, but it may have been a fermented rice drink. It is likely that Sanesuke is
drinking it here because he has not yet had any food over the course of this long day.
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majesty to memorialize and show him the list. I took out my baton and took my seat again. His
majesty completed looking over {the list}. I advanced and returned my baton {to my belt} and
received the list from his majesty and returned to my seat. Then, his majesty returned to the inner
palace. I took the appointment’s list with my baton together, withdrew, and returned to the guard
post.

I called for the council secretary to bring the inkstone. I had him place it before the captain {

} of the right outer palace guards and had him write the final draft. The paper was
divided and the name of the director was written down. They did the same for each appointee
from second-level manager and below on one piece of paper.

Workshop Day 8

In the meantime, the royal secretary cum controller conveyed the royal command, “Have guards
serve at the queen consort’s residence.”>” {I} summoned Council Secretary Kinsuke and inquired
if the captains, second level managers, and the like of the Six Guards were present. {Kinsuke
replied,} “Even though {it is time to} memorialize the final draft to the throne, not one person has
come.” Looking at today’s situation, I cannot put it into words. Shouldn’t the captains and
second level managers come to the palace when they are called? So, all I could do was order the
council secretary to have guards attend the queen consort at her private residence.

The precedent is that when one of the second level managers of the guards does not come, one
has the council secretary convey the command to a fourth level officer. Originally, the precedent
was for the noble-in-charge to have two hizatsuki cloths spread out, to summon the left and right
second level managers, and to relay this command to them at the same time. First, the
Headquarters of the Inner Palace Guards, next the Outer Palace Guards, then the Headquarters of
the Palace Guards. However, given the circumstances today, can we really follow these
precedents? {I} did not have {the guards} summoned again, but gave orders only to the council
secretary.

When the final draft was finished, {I} summoned the council secretary, put the draft in a box,
and handed it to him. We proceeded to the palace and memorialized {the completed draft to} the
tennd.’® We returned to the guardroom. I had the council secretary call the Ministry of Personnel.
Council Secretary Kinsuke repeated his reply: “The Ministry of Personnel is present.” This
follows the precedent. As night was approaching, and it was already very late, he did not repeat
this a third time. The

Arihira came to the palace and stood in the {to the south of the guard post}. I faced
north and gave the command: “Come here.” Arihira acknowledged {the command}, and
approached the hizatuski cloths. With my right hand I gave {the completed list} to him. He
received it and stepped back, standing in where he was before. I commanded him, “Serve.” He
acknowledged and withdrew.

The counselor to the throne (Takaie) and I (riding together), the Captain of the Right Outer Palace
Guard Kanehira and the head of the repairs bureau (Michits) went to the palace of the new queen

3% She has been made the Queen Consort while she is at her private residence. The Queen Consort would normally
live at the palace and have guards attend her when she went to a private residence, thus they now dispatch guards to
serve her.

3% Probably a daigeki, as the person would need to be of higher rank than a typical geki to memorialize the throne.
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consort. (Second-level manager Tametd acted as host at the home of the late (Takashina no) Michiyori, in the
Horikawa area {also the palace of the new queen consort} }. We both arrived from the outer and inner
western gates. First, [ had the newly appointed household staff offer their joyful salutations (in the
southwest corner of the main hall), and they bowed. I had Second-level Manager Tametd tell {the
queen consort} that the senior nobles had arrived. Then {Tametd} said that he had done it.
Accordingly, in order, they went to the garden {in front of the main hall} and bowed. (Four senior
nobles and no chamberlains). After this, they passed in front of the queen consort and arrived at their

seats in the east wing. (They did not let down the bamboo blinds of the main chamber. They sat facing each
other, highest ranked to the north. A desk of fine timber and brocade-edged tatami mats were used. Tatami mats

with edges of graduated color and round cushions were not used.) The seats of the chamberlains (lined up on
the southern inner-veranda with the highest ranked to the west, facing north. The desk was made of black

persimmon tree and the tatami mat was purple-edged.) {However,} not one chamberlain came. Here and
there it is said that the various royal intimates and those above the fifth rank had their banquet in
the enclosed serving area. Not one of the royal intimates came. Of the servers of the fifth rank,
were there only five or six? I did not see any more.

On the day when the Queen Mother {nyoin}, [Fujiwara no Senshi], ascended to Queen-Consort,
there was a banquet in the main chamber. In subsequent banquets for the Queen-Consort's
accession, everyone has used this event {as precedent}. During the banquet for the accession of
the Fourth Avenue Princess, [Fujiwara no Junshi], {however}, the veranda was used for seating.
Tatami mats with edges of graduated color and square tatami cushions with fine cloth borders
were laid out atop brocade-edged tatami. We sought precedents from that time®’ and executed
{the event}, though I heard that Lord Fujiwara no Naritoki said {at that time}, “Round cushions
are always used.”™®

This evening, it was late and there were few guests. There was no one, moreover, to offer the cup
of wine {to guests}. I said to the director, “The people offering cups of wine should not divide
{into pairs}, don't you think?” The director agreed. The first cup {went to} the director, after
which small cakes in sweet sauce were brought out. The second cup {went to} the second-level
manager Tametd, and rice and soup were brought out. {Everyone} picked up their chopsticks.
The third cup {went to} the director of the bureau of repairs.

Next were the emoluments in order of rank. To the counselors, a set of large over-robes. To both
advisors on the Council of State, a set of eggshell-layered {robes}.*” After the emoluments, we
left. (It was approximately the double-hour of the rat {between 11:00 PM and 1:00 AM}). {The Queen
Consort} gave my attendants bolts of silk. This evening, Tameto said, “It seems that the Princely
Director of the Bureau of Ceremonies, Prince Atsuakira, should make an appearance, what do
you think?” I answered, “There will not be many people of the upper nobility {appropriate to his
rank} amongst us, so perhaps it is fine for him not to appear.” Agreeing, we departed for home.

Office of the Queen Consort’s Palace:
cum Director, junior second rank, Lord Fujiwara no Takaie

*7 Tengen 5th year

3 Sanesuke is establishing that even though the banquet of Fujiwara no Senshi is now used as the precedent, there
were actually many other ways of conducting the ceremony, for example, the banquet for Fujiwara no Junshi, only
four years before Senshi’s.

3% A translucent egg-shell colored robe worn over robes of red or purple that would show through.
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cum Second-level Manager {second in command official}, junior fourth rank upper grade, Lord
Fujiwara no Tameto

cum Senior Third-level Official, senior fifth rank lower grade, Lord Fujiwara no Yoshimichi
cum Provisional Senior Third-level Official, junior fifth rank lower grade, Lord Fujiwara no
Toshitada

Junior Third-level Official, senior sixth rank upper grade, Fujiwara no Moromichi

cum Senior Fourth-level Official, senior sixth rank upper grade, Lord Abe no Muraji Tameyoshi
cum Junior Fourth-level Official, senior sixth rank upper grade, Tomo no Sukune Okitada

Kanko 9% (1013) 4.27

People were appointed according to the list presented to the tennd by the new queen consort.
This day, the tennd sent Lord Tamet6 to bring [the list of the new appointees] to the new queen
consort. | heard that she [also] listened to the royal proclamation. This is the precedent. I heard
Tameto received emoluments.

“Due to the obstruction of the Minister of the Left, the royal dais {daishoji} and lion figures
were not sent by the Tennd.”

After the royal appointment proclamation from the tennd, the tennd had Royal Secretary
Akinobu present brocaded shoes {gosoka} to the new consort. It was said emoluments were
given {to Akinobu}. Looking at other precedents, the royal dais and lion figures have been sent
by the tennd. However, due to the obstruction of the Minister of the Left, they say that the Queen
Consort’s household had to have them made themselves.

I heard later: Junior Secretary to the Controller Lord Yasuchika asked, “Should the final draft of
the list of appointments be given to the Minister of the Left?” It absolutely should not have been
presented to him. Yasuchika is the idiot to end all idiots. Lord Yasuchika was at the eight
ministries but failed to come to the residential palace. He just gave the orders to his subordinates

to do all the work of setting up the ceremony. How exceedingly apathetic. Lord Atsuyori told me
all of this.

40 Need footnote
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