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English
[First month]

Fifth day, hinoeuma {Forty-third day of the sexegenary cycle}. Today the tennd visited the
retired queen consort (nyoin) {his mother, [Fujiwara no Senshi]}. At the second quarter of the
double hour of the horse {12 PM}, the tennd entered the royal palanquin, exited through the
Kenshun and Yomei Gates, and proceeded to the residence {of the retired queen consort}. At the
middle gate, they set the palanquin down. After offering salutations, the retired queen consort
offered the royal meal. Senior Counselor Fujiwara no [Akimitsu] served as their companion for
the meal; the retired queen consort did not summon the other senior nobles. From the
accompanying senior nobles to the lower-ranking guards, each received emoluments. Lord
[Minamoto] no Narinobu was accepted as her {the retired queen consort’s} royal intimate

At the time of his majesty’s return, the royal palanquin was set down at the foot of the south
stairs {of the main hall at Higashi Sanjo}, {although} the announcement of his majesty’s



Kambun Workshop 2014

presence was as usual. Perhaps there was an order from the retired queen consort {

}. We returned to the palace before it reached evening. Those accompanying were:
Minister of the Right [Fujiwara no Michinaga]; the two senior counselors ([Fujiwara no] Akimitsu
and [Fujiwara no] Kinsue); the three middle counselors ([Minamoto no] Tokinaka, [Fujiwara no Kanetada],
and myself); the four Council of State advisors ([Taira no Korenaka], [Fujiwara no] Kintd, [Fujiwara no]
Sanenobu, and [Minamoto no] Toshikata). Council of State Advisor [Fujiwara no] Tokimitsu remained
behind to look after the palace’. Director of the Ministry of Popular Affairs Fuminori {also}
visited the residence {of the retired queen consort}. Council of State Advisor [Fujiwara]
Yasuchika was serving the retired queen consort {likely as a member of her household}.

6™ day, teibi {44* day of the sexagenary cycle}. At the ceremony for the conferring of ranks,
nobles of the level of minister of the right and below were at the guard post. At the hour of the
monkey {3 pm}, we followed the summons and went to the palace. We did not go to
the Gisho Hall®. The participating nobles, Minister of the Right {Fujiwara no Michinaga} and
Inner Minister [Fujiwara no Korechika], the two senior counselors (Fujiwara no Akimitsu and
Fujiwara no Kinsue), the four middle counselors (Minamoto no Tokinaka, Fujiwara no Yoshichika, myself,

Fujiwara no Takaie), the eight Council of State advisors (Fujiwara no Michitsuna, Fujiwara no Yasuchika,
Fujiwara no Tokimitsu, Fujiwara no Korenori, Fujiwara no Kintou, Fujiwara no Sanenobu, Minamoto no Sukenori,

Minamoto no Toshikata). Takaie presented the list of those nominated for promotion in rank by the
royal family members’. Twenty people received conferment of rank. The Minister of the Right
finished writing {the list}, and after the tennd reviewed it, he summoned me and gave me the list.
(Tt was placed in the willow box.) The writer should have picked up the list of appointments together
with his baton, but he passed it to me. I took it and retired. ® Then, I took up the box together
with the baton, and I summoned the council secretary from the guard post. I ordered the officials
to lay out the seat of the residential palace secretary. I called for the inkstone. I examined each of
the certificates of rank one by one. When I finished, I took the list to Minister of the Right’s
chambers in the back palace. Then, I presented {the list} to the tennd. ...({There were some from}
civil and military ranks. Ranks were received.) After I had it memorialized to the tennd, I returned to the
guard post. [ had {them all} placed in the willow box. Then...I summoned.... {He}
acknowledged {this summons}. In the little garden, he kneeled.” I commanded him, the
seal...the junior counselor under the covered corridor, the withdrew and placed [it]*...
Lieutenant [Minamoto no] Tadanori of the inner palace guards stood up and I called the ministry
of central affairs. Central Affairs Junior Second-Level Manager [Yoshimine no] Totaka
acknowledged {the summons} and knelt. I gave him the letters of appointment, (which went into the
box). He accepted this {box} and placed it on the desk. The Junior Counselor finished stamping
the seals. Totaka took the box and presented it. [ had him {go through} each certificate and put
them into two boxes. I {then} had two residential palace secretaries bring them into the royal
presence and present them to the tennd. He returned them, and I had the residential palace

? Need note: clarifying actors, palanquin protocol

3 Need note: State-of-the-Union-like rules for non-attendance

* The ritual handbooks stipulated that they could hold the discussions regarding the joi at a separate place, the Gisho
(a room in the eastern hall known as the Giyaoden), but on this occasion they did not do so.

> Need a note!

% Need note: tenjd no ma? not clear

7 See previous note re: little garden in front of guard post

¥ The junior counselor seals the certificates, the shurei keeps the seal, and.two officials attached to this ceremony of
signing the certificates.
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secretaries {put them} in order of rank. I had Council of State Advisor [Minamoto no] Toshikata
write out the lists of {new} holders of fourth-rank and below. The one for the Ministry of
Personnel and the one for the Ministry of Military Affairs went into separate boxes. After I
memorialized {the lists to the tennd}, I withdrew.

Tenth day, shingai {forty-eighth of the sexagenary cycle}. [ went to the residential palace.
There were rank conferments for women—fourteen people—and rank conferments for men,
including Senior Fifth Rank Lower Grade Fujiwara no Kanetaka son of the late Minister of the
Right [Fujiwara no Michikane] and Junior Fifth Rank Upper Grade Fujiwara no Narichika,
(nominated by Retired Tennd Kazan). After that, the royal intimates, residential palace secretaries, and

lower staff of the Residential Palace Secretariat were determined. (Also: Royal Secretaries Junior
Residential Palace Secretary Minamoto no Koremitsu, Second-Level Manager of the {Bureau of} Palace Kitchens

Tachibana no Yukisuke, formerly a staff member of the Royal Secretariat), Student of Letters Minamoto,
formerly a staff member of the Royal Secretariat; Royal Intimate Fujiwara no Hironari; and
Royal Secretariat Staff Members Fujiwara no Chikamochi and Fujiwara no Yoritsune.

Minister of the Right went to His Majesty, {and consulted him regarding} the list of appointees.
Then he returned to the guard post and passed {the list} to Senior Residential Palace Secretary
. {He} ordered that { } should create the letters of appointment. {There were} two

{letters for} nominees from the royals. (One {was} for the current year, sealed with a strip of paper and one
character of a name, {for} Fujiwara no Meishi. One was for Kanna 2 {986 CE}, the nomination {
} enthronement, which had not yet been used. Koremune no Yoshiko was similarly handed down, but

there was no paper seal).” Minister of the Right, Inner Palace Minister, two major counselors, two
middle counselors (myself and Kanetada), and five Council of State Advisors (Yasuchika, Sukenori,
Kintd, Sanenobu, and Shunken) decided at the guard-post on evaluations of provincial governors. We
departed late at night.

Sixteenth day, teishi {fifty-fourth day of the sexagenary cycle}. I went to the residential palace.
By order of Minister of the Right, the seals were to be stamped on certificates of rank for those
promoted during the Women’s Promotion in Rank Ceremony. First, I went to the Minister of the
Right’s office in the Back Palace and showed him the certificates of rank. In the meantime, night
fell. His Majesty wished to appear in the Southern Hall. {The royal secretaries} told {this to}
Minister of the Right, so the stamping of the certificates stopped. It should be completed
tomorrow.

At the hour of the monkey {3:00-5:00 PM}, His Majesty arrived. The Minister of the Right was
the master of inner ceremonies. The Dance and Song Royal Banquet [ 76ka] went on as usual.
However Senior Right General Akimitsu]...]; afterwards he returned the sake cup and bowed
{before His Majesty}. [It was a great discourtesy]. People were shocked and staring.'’ [...]
Eventually {the banquet} was over. After all returned home, (Minister of the Right Fujiwara no
Akimitsu, Senior Counselor Kinsuke), four middle counselors (Minamoto no Tokinaka, Fujiwara no
Yoshichika, Fujiwara no Takaie, and myself), and five advisors (Fujiwara no Yasuchika, Fujiwara no Korenori,
Fujiwara no Kintd, Fujiwara no Sanenobu, and Fujiwara no Toshikata). [...] country. After I had returned
home, Minister of the Right conveyed the following in his letter. Kazan [...] (Filled in from an
excerpt from the Sanjo nishikejit komonjo,in the Yaryakusho from Chotoku Second Year First Month Sixteenth Day:

? Probably the name of the tennd or nominator.
' Need note on how a second bow may have suggested he wanted another cup.
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“Minister of the Right conveyed this in a letter: Kazan Hoo[note to explain this rank], Minister of the Interior, and
Middle Counselor Takaie, were said to have met at the former premier minister’s residence. There was an

altercation. Two young servants were killed and their heads taken, it was said.”)

This part of the original text lost.

[2" Month]

[Fifth day, hinoene {thirteenth of the sexagenary cycle}]. {The tennd ordered me,} “There are
reports that soldiers are hidden at the house of Third-level Official [...]"" [Minamoto no]
Munemitsu and his brothers. Dispatched a third level official.'* Even though this is a house of
one above the fifth rank, you do not need to memorialize it."> Immediately investigate {this
house} and any other suspicious locations.”"*

This matter seems quite suspicious. Lord [Sugawara no] Tadanobu is a household official of
Inner Palace Minister [Fujiwara no Korechika]. Munemitsu is also the [...]" at this house.
Rumor has it that Inner Palace Minister is provisioning many soldiers at his house. I received
{His Majesty’s order} and withdrew. I went to Minister of the Right {to appraise him of the
order}, quickly returned to [...],'® and commanded Provisional Second Level Manager
Takamichi and the royal police {to follow the royal orders}.

Night fell, and the third-level officials returned and said, “We investigated Tadanobu’s house,
but he had gone to the funerary service of the late Novice Third Rank ([Minamoto] Kiyonobu).'’
However, when we investigated Tadanobu’s house, there were eight men (two sets of bows and
arrows). We immediately seized them.” I commanded them to go to the palace to memorialize
{His Majesty}.

{Another group of guards} searched for Munemitsu, but he was not there. The block captain'®
said, “Before the police arrived, seven or eight soldiers had already taken flight.” All the second-
level managers and lower-ranking guards pursued them on horseback. This was all very
surprising. Perhaps all of this was because of the recent state of lawlessness in the capital.”” T
commanded the officials to investigate the capital and surrounding mountains every day.

2"" month. 11™ day. Jingo {19* day of the sexagenary cycle}. I heard that the progress by the
second queen consort [Fujiwara no Teishi] was delayed. Therefore {I} summoned Council
Secretary [Hayashi] Sukekado {and sent him to ask the household of} the second queen consort
and the council secretary [Fujiwara no Tadanobu] about the situation. The answer was that there
would be no progress today. Minister of the Right {Michinaga}, Senior Counselor [Fujiwara no]
Kinsue, Middle Counselor [Minamoto no] Tokinaka, the Council of State advisors [Fujiwara no]

" The text of his office is missing.

12 Likely a gate guard (emon) also working as a royal police (kebiishi) to investigate.

" Normally they would need royal permission to enter a high-ranking household.

" This is likely a summary of orders given to Sanesuke by the tennd, as he held direct command of the royal police
' Text is missing

' Text is missing, likely to the Headquarters of the Gate Guards or the palace.

' Funerary services were performed throughout the day and would have been crowded with those of higher rank,
making it inappropriate for low level guards to enter.

'® The leader of the group of five households mandated by the ritsuryd codes for mutual surveillance.

' Ambiguous. It is unclear if only the current state of unease or the private provisioning of soldiers.

10



Kambun Workshop 2014

Yasuchika and [Minamoto no] Toshikata were in the guard post {for discussions}. The head of
the royal secretariat cum middle captain came into the guard post to convey {the tennd’s order}
to the Minister of the Right that the senior nobles consider and report upon the crime of the inner
minister {Korechika} and Middle Counselor Takaie. All those assembled bowed their heads and
sighed. At early evening, everyone withdrew.

I asked head of the Royal Secretariat cum middle captain face-to-face about the matter of the
royal visit. He said, “Last night there was an order that we should await later orders.”

Third Month

Second day, jinin {thirty-ninth of the sexagenary cycle}. [ went to the residential palace.
{Then,} Palace Guard of the Left and Council of State Advisor [Fujiwara no Kintd] rode with
me, and we went to the residence of Retired Queen Consort (nyoin) [Fujiwara no Senshi]. Prince
of the Board of Censors [Tametaka], Prince of the Kyushu Government Headquarters
[Atsumichi], Minister of the Right [Fujiwara no Michinaga], both senior counselors [Fujiwara no
Akimitsu] and Kinsue, two middle counselors (Fujiwara no Kanetada and myself), six [sic] Council of
State advisors (Fujiwara no Michitsuna, Fujiwara no Tokimitsu, Fujiwara no Kintd, Fujiwara no Sanenobu, and
Minamoto no Toshikata), and three people of the third rank {without posts} (Kanehira, Sugawara no
Sukemasa, and Fujiwara no Arikuni) also came.

Since it was the Day of the Fifth Scroll {of the Lotus Sutra Lectures}, there were offerings. Due
to rain, {the monks} were unable to walk around the garden and could only walk around the
floor of the residence. There were many people and little space. Michitsuna was dressed for deep
mourning; of all those who have dressed for deep mourning, I have never seen any enter the
royal presence. Head of the Palace Secretariat cum Middle Captain [Fujiwara no Tadanobu]
conveyed the tennd's orders, saying, “Tomorrow, Second Queen Consort [Fujiwara no Teishi]
will return to her home.” I {sent a messenger} to summon a council secretary and also to tell the
Senior Council Secretary Lord [Nakahara no] Munetoki that he should serve in this matter. Due
to heavy rain, {I} was unable to go to the residential palace, and the council secretary was far
away and did not come {to Higashisanjoin}.

Fourth day, koshin {seventeenth day of sexagenery cycle.} I went to the residential palace.
This evening the Second Queen Consort left for her palace on the northern side of Nijo Avenue.
The council secretary reported, “The Bureau of Horses Left Division, sent their regrets, that for
some reason they could not serve.” I reported this to His Majesty, and he ordered: “Today let this
be excused. Let them serve as soon as possible.” I immediately gave orders to the council
secretary and went to the Second Queen Consort (she was in her office in the Second Queen Consort’s
Household). It was raining on and off. As the night went on, the rain grew heavy. Senior
Controller of the Left, [Taira no] Korenaka and Commander of the Right Military Guards,
[Minamoto no] Toshikata were in attendance. Other than myself, the remainder of the senior
nobles, every one of them, had some excuse and did not come. Her Majesty did not use the royal
palanquin; she rode in the carriage instead. At the hour of the dog {8:00 PM}, Her
Majesty left via the Yomei Gate. In her private residence a banquet was not provided. The senior
nobles and lesser officials stood waiting for her and then [after her arrival] dispersed.
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Lord Senior Counselor, [Fujiwara no] Akimitsu, took up his new position®® during the double
hour {around midnight}. This was said to occur on an inauspicious day. Others said it was wrong
to assume a new position during a dragon day”' in spring because it was terribly unlucky.

Tenth day, kanoeinu {forty-seventh day of the sexagenary cycle}. I went to the palace.
Middle Counselor Fujiwara [Akimitsu] and Senior Controller of the Left [Taira no Korenaka]
were in the guardroom, where they decided {who would fill} the vacant positions for the
seasonal sutra reading. . Minister of the
Right, Middle Counselor Kanetada, the Council of State advisors Tokimitsu, Korenaka,
Sukemasa (third rank with no post), [Fujiwara no] Kintd, [Fujiwara no] Sanenobu, and Toshikata
also went. The Twenty-eight Lectures {on the Lotus Sutra} ended.”? The tennd gave Retired
Queen Consort the nominating authority to advance someone into Buddhist orders. There was a
prayer petitioned to the Buddha. After that, one or two others offered prayers of petition, and the
counselors and those below them offered emoluments to the monks. Everyone withdrew in the
evening.

19™ day, kibi {56™ day of the sexagenary cycle}. In the early evening I visited the residential
palace. I ordered someone to call the {representatives of} {the ministry of personnel and the
ministry of military affairs}. As night fell, {they} came to the residential palace.”’ I summoned
Council Secretary Morishige, and {I} called for the things we needed. He placed the List of
Corrections in a box and brought it with him. I had Council Secretary open the paper seal.
Council Secretary Morishige said three times that the representatives of the Ministry of
Personnel have presented themselves. The precedent was thus. Third Level Official of the
Ministry of Personnel Sugawara no Sadayoshi put on his shoes and stood in the little garden {in
front of the guard post}. I said, “Moko,””* and Sadayoshi responded positively. He arrived at the
hizatsuki cloth and knelt. I handed him the list of appointments with my right hand. Sadayoshi
took too long to put the baton in his belt. The prior practice is to just put it down by his side. He
doesn’t know the precedent.

Sadayoshi put on the slippers, and arrived at the hizatsuki cloth {for the ceremony}, and he took

the list of corrections. (This year, I handed over the list with these labels affixed {to indicate the corrections}.
Last year, the numerous sheets were stacked and counted, and handed over {to the representative of the ministry of

personnel}). When it was finished, he withdrew. Then, Aide for the Ministry of Military Affairs
Fujiwara no Nobutsune came to the residential palace and I gave him the list of corrections. At
the end of the hour of the dog {9:00 PM} I withdrew.

Twenty-eight day, boshin {fifth of the sexagenary cycle}. There was a summons from the
tenno, and I immediately went in {to the residential palace}. Head of the Royal Secretariat
[Fujiwara no] Yukinari ordered, “The illness of the Retired Queen-Consort of Higashisanjoin is
grave. A general pardon should be issued. Those who have committed the eight unpardonable
crimes, robbery or burglary, counterfeiting, and {other} crimes not covered by an ordinary
pardon do not fall within the bounds of this general pardon.”

29 Need note

2! Tatsu no haru no setsumei

22 Need note on lecture series

3 Need note: probably to the guard post
** A ceremonial word meaning “come.”
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I summoned Council Secretary Lord [Nakahara no] Munetoki and {ordered} several years' worth
of royal edicts brought to look at. I called for a residential palace secretary and Second-Level
Manager of the Ministry of Central Affairs (Yoshimine no Totaka). {Yukinari} further ordered, “A
report regarding the accused whose crimes have not been determined should be presented.” I
gave orders {regarding this} to Constable [Asukabe no] Yoshikane.

Senior Residential Palace Secretary Tokina came. I gave him orders about the gist of the royal
edict {of general amnesty}. Night fell and he finished the draft, which he presented {to me}. |
finished looking at it and presented it to Minister of the Right. After I returned {from Minister of
the Right’s office}, I went to the tennd's presence and memorialized it. He returned it. I had a
final copy made and memorialized it again. His Majesty added the date {in his own hand}. After
he returned it, I went to the guard-post, summoned Second-Level Manager of the Ministry of
Central Affairs Totaka, and handed this {edict} over.

The report regarding those accused whose crimes have not been determined was memorialized
before His Majesty. The tennd commented “I don’t see menial crimes {on this document}. Let
them be decided upon. Choose those who should be pardoned and memorialize them.” A monk,
a laymen, and two women were decided upon and {their names} memorialized. I pointed at each
name and gave it to Yoshikane {to carry out}. Amnesty should be carried out just as in the royal
edict. When there is such grave illness, the precedent is to quickly grant such amnesty. Quickly
the amnesty was carried out. Again this was by precedent. I ordered the secretary, Lord
Minamato no Takamichi to write it, and at the first hour {just before midnight} withdrew.

Early in the morning I came to the Retired Queen Consort, and then had an audience with the
Minister of the Right. The Retired Queen Consort’s illness yesterday was extremely grave. The
Retired Queen Consort last night sent a memorial that her title as Queen Consort and the annual
ability to nominate someone for rank and post, were to be canceled. He also said that it is thought
that someone has cursed her. It is even said that they found the cursed object under the wooden
floor of her residence.
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