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(A copy of the Powerpoint for this presentation in .ppt format can be viewed here.)

Obe estate in Harima province, a holding of the Nara temple Todaiji, was restored and expanded
at the end of the twelfth century by Chdgen, a monk who had undertaken the task of
reconstructing Todaiji after its destruction in 1181, in the early stages of the Genpei War. The
estate’s stated function was to support the Todaiji rebuilding effort, but Chdgen’s activities reveal
a complex agenda that also included spreading the worship of Amida Buddha, and organizing
and benefiting local communities through projects such as land reclamation. In an era when no
firm boundary was drawn between the sacred and the secular, Chogen’s efforts linked kanjin
(evangelism/collection of donations for Buddhist purposes), kaihatsu (land reclamation), and the
formation of kydddtai (communities) in a mutually-reinforcing process. On Obe estate,
Chogen’s efforts were centered on the establishment of an autonomous temple, J6doji, which
would simultaneously oversee the development of the estate, serve as its religious center, and
provide an independent base for Chdgen’s religious activities. Through examining Chogen’s
own writings and drawing comparisons with some of his other projects, this paper explores the
contributions of this remarkable man, truly the Leonardo da Vinci of his day.
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