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「秀吉軍勢による播磨攻めー在地社会の動向と中世後期荘園の軍事化をめぐって」

Most historians of the late medieval and early modern periods recognize the long and complex 
history of the shōen system. Yet very few discuss this history as it pertains to developments 
during the sixteenth century. Indeed, many studies suggest that shōen all but vanished well prior 
to this time. Either subsumed within the domains of competing warrior families or undermined 
by the rise of communal villages (sō), shōen, according to such narratives, had little or no role to 
play in the dynamic series of economic, political, and military transformations that marked this 
period of warring states.

One would thus expect to find little evidence to suggest that powerful sixteenth-century warriors 
troubled themselves with the affairs of a place like Ōbe Estate, or that perhaps they did so merely 
as a means to reconfirm their absolute dominance over the various resources associated with such 
lands. This presentation, however, suggests otherwise. For in examining the documents Toyotomi 
Hideyoshi (1537-98) issued to both Jōdoji and other nearby recipients as he campaigned 
throughout the province of Harima during the late 1570s, it becomes clear that previous 
jurisdictional boundaries still carried substantial weight. These locales, though directly impacted 
by the battles then taking place, did not automatically concede to outside warrior rule. Rather, as 
I will argue, it was instead their involvement in a partial and uneven process of “militarization” 
that served to paradoxically extend the lifespan of Ōbe and other similarly positioned shōen, for 
it was only in the wake of Hideyoshi’s conquests that these holdings became fully incorporated 
into a new system of rule.

中世後期、近世史の研究者が「荘園制」の歴史を承知しているとはいえ、１６世紀の歴
史を語りながらも、その当時の荘園についての関心を持つ研究者は少ないようである。
それは、荘園制が１６世紀までに解体したというイメージが根強いのが重要な一因だと
思われる。つまり、この頃の荘園は武家の知行地にかき込まれたか、それとも惣村の形
成によって崩壊されていたか、いずれにしても戦国時代を特徴づける一連の経済的、政
治的、軍事的な変動に、荘園はなんら果たすべき役割がなかった、と一般にいわれてい
る。  
こうした理解では、１６世紀の権力者が元の荘園に対して、年貢の収取や、軍役の奉公
を確認すること以外の一般的な領地支配に関する文書を出さなかった筈である。もし出
したとすれば、それはひとえに彼らの権力示威のためといえよう。しかし、羽柴秀吉が
天正年期に播磨国—特に別所氏の本拠地であった三木城—を攻めた時の大部庄の浄土寺
に宛てた書状の内容と形式を検討することで、大部庄や類似の立場にある荘園の新たな
動きが見えてくる。本発表では秀吉の攻略は荘園体制の存続と在地領主の軍事行動とい
う荘園制の新しい時代の流れと深い関わりがあることに光を当てる。


