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Illustration 1 : a horizontal communiqué of the Office of Female Chamberlins

NESINBHETI THHEFIMCH LIEXE, FIOREZEDLI I O5G LTS, B
X, RFE84(736)7 A 29 H, (KEAREXE 2-4 EAREY)

Here is a horizontal communiqué (ché h)—"“horizontal” because it was exchanged between
bureaucratic units of equal stature—that was brushed by an official of the Office of Female
Chamberhins and sent to the Firewood Stores (Shushinjo Z#FT), a unit staffed by male
bureaucrats. The communiqué requests ten measures (soku) of firewood and is dated the
twenty-ninth day of the Seventh Month in 736 (Tenpyd 8). The document is part of the
treasures of the Shosdin (Shds6in hdmotsu) and has been published in Dai Nihon komonjo
vol 2, p. 4.
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Introduction, by ljiin Yoko

This article represents the second stage of our ongoing collaborative project to
translate, annotate, and analyze sections of the Yéré administrative code &%
that provide insights on gender structures, practices, and relations in early classical
Japan. Responding to Professor Joan Piggott’s long held desire to render relevant
sections of the Yord code that concern gender into English for readers across the
globe, as well as the plans of Yoshie Akiko and Ijiiin Yoko a prepare a useful text to
inform general readers in Japan, we began this joint project three years ago. Our
first efforts, published in Spring 2013 (Teikyd shigaku 28, pp. 317-418;
http://appsv.main.teikyo-u.ac.jp/tosho/shigaku28-03.pdf), was “Gender in the
Japanese Administrative Code, Part 1: Laws on Residence Units.” That publication
included an annotated transltion into both modern Japanese and English of the
relevant sections of the Yro code Laws on Residence Units 743. As many readers
will know, that chapter prescribes the organization of residence units (ko 77), the
hierarchy of the household group within residence units, the social order that
included free-born (ryémin E ) and bound peopk (senmin &), and the
responsibility of provincial governors (kokushi [E¥®]) and district chieftains (gunji
#B%]) to nurture social virtues in the society over which they ruled

Here in Part 2 of the project, we turn to the Yord code chapter entitled
“Laws on Officials in the Back Palace” (Kékyitshikiinryo % B8 4), wherein

every clause concerns matters relevant to gender at the eighth-century court. So in
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contrast with our previous translation of selections from the Laws on Residence
Units, here we will translte and analyze all of the chapter’s eighteen clauses
categorized in eleven groups. Publication will ensue in two segments. In this first
segment, we include nine clauses in five groups. And in the near future, we will
publish annotated translations and analysis of the remaining nine clauses.

We began our Yord gender and law translation project with these two
chapters because, among the thirty chapters of the Y6ré administrative code
compiled between 717 and 724 (but promulgated in 757), they contain the most
fundamental evidence for gender structures and practices inscribed by codal
lawmakers at the time. On the one hand, the Laws on Residence Units provide an
outline of the structures of family, marriage, and labor organization. On the other
hand, the Laws on Officials in the Back Palace outline roles and duties of female
officials as they participated integrally in the administration of the classical polity.
And as our project progresses, we will take these two chapters of administrative
law as the core for our analyses of additional sections of Yoré law. We will show, for
instance, how the Laws on Rice Fields Fi4F and the Laws on Taxes [R#& %
supplement insights on eighth-century society gained from the Laws on Residence
Units, and how the Laws on Official Documentation AZ4 together with the Laws
on the Evaluation of Officials &34 provide more information on the roles of
female officials in the administrative and political systems of the court. Throughout,
our purpose is to bring the fruits of recent research in the history of gender to
readers in Japanese and English.!

The content of the eighteen Laws on Officials in the Back Palace can be
abstracted in four thematic clusters: clauses concerning the monarch’s wives
(Clauses 1-3) and wet nurses (Clause 17); clauses concerning the duties and
evaluation of officials in the twelve offices of the Back Palace (Clauses 4-15); the
hierarchy of royal and noble women participating in court ceremonies (Clause 16);
and rules concerning the promotion of female officials (Clause 18). Laws such as
these were not new in the Yérd code—we know that a similar chapter, the
Kokytikan'inryd #%'E'E B4, appeared in the earlier Taihd code KE4, given
citations from it in the Koki #75C commentary on the Taih6 code that are included
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in the ninth-century compilation of commentaries, the Ryénoshiige 44 f#.

In our previously published transltions and analyses of the Yoré Laws
on Residence Units, we showed how thinking on those laws has advanced steadily,
thereby enabling a wealth of new research on such matters as taxation, the actual
family structure of early Nara times, and the developing patrilineal stem family (ie
%). Unfortunately for our work here, research concerning female officials in the
Back Palace as members of the ritsuryé bureaucracy remains limited And when
female officials have been discussed by researchers, they have been viewed
primarily as women who served the tennd in his or her private life. Through the
1970s, most researchers described the activities of these women only as
background for the aristocratic politics in which male officials were seen to have
played leading roles. Herein we aim to shine more light on their official functions.

Previous research concerning the twelve offices of the Back Palace
includes studies by Nomura Tadao (1970, 1978) and Tsunoda Bun’ei (1973). Suda
Haruko also described each of the twelve offices (1978, 1982). Meanwhile, Asai
Torao’s General Explanation of Female Officials (Jokan tsitkai), written in 1906, has
been revised and republished (Shintei jokan tsiikai, Kddansha Bunko, 1985). But
since Asai relied on later medieval and early modern sources, compared with more
recent research his work is not useful for the study of female officials in the eighth
century.

In the 1980s and beyond, researchers attempting to reconstruct the roles
of women in the Back Palace took the early Heian-period legal commentaries, the
Ryénogige % #%f# and Ryénoshilge, and the early tenth-century compilation of
protocols and regulations known as the Engi shiki ZEE 3 as basic sources.
Based on their conclusions, it has become clear that the Back Palace was not a
place where men did not enter. Rather it was a place where male and female
officials worked cooperatively together (Monju Masako, 1992; Katsuura Noriko
2000). In this vein, Haruna Hiroaki and Yoshikawa Shinji have considered the roles
of women in the ritsuryé bureaucracy (Haruna 1997, Yoshikawa 1998a). Haruna
made it clear that female officials were instrumental in transforming the monarch’s

orders into written law. And Yoshikawa argued that Clause 9 of the Laws on
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Officials of the Back Palace, which specifically concerned the Office of Inner
Gatekeepers [ 7], provides significant clues as to how these officials and their
duties predated the ritsuryé era of the late seventh century, and how the twelve
offices of the Back Palace developed in the early classical polity.

As in our previous work on the Laws on Residence Units, all three
members of the project team have been deeply involved in every aspect of this
interpretation and analysis, but with some specialization. Ijlin Yoko has authored
the Japanese text throughout, expanding on her previously published research
(2013a). Joan Piggott has interpreted the texts—introduction, translation,
annotation, and analysis—into English, adding additional perspectives and
bibliography for English and non-specialist readers. Yoshie Akiko has compiled the
Glossary.

Officials of the twelve offices of the Back Palace were all women, from the
highest to the lowest rankers. In the vocabulary of the codes, they were ku’nin BA,
courtiers, although an alternative term nyokan &'E appeared in the later eighth
century (Nomura Tadao and Hara Namiko 1977). Here we will use the latter term
nyokan to denote female officials, and we will include references to ninth-century
sources when the vocabulary for female officialdom was being routinized

As the project has progressed and we have learned more about Yoro
codal law, occasionally we have become aware of the need to adjust earlier
translations in the interest of clarity and consistency. In such cases we will

highlight changes and explain our reasoning in the English notes.

TRANSLATION AND ANALYSIS

LAWS ON OFFICIALS IN THE BACK PALACE

Clauses 1, 2,and 3
On the Heavenly Sovereign’s Wives
Clhuse 1 Second-kevel wives (hi #2) — two [should be appointed, and they should
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then be given] the fourth princely rank or higher.

Clause 2 Third-level wives (bu’nin 3 A\) — three [should be appointed, and they
should then be given] the third rank or higher.

Chuse 3 Fourth-level wives (hin #) — four [should be appointed, and they
should then be given] the fifth rank or higher.

Explanation of Terms

fd  hi a general title for the wives of the heavenly sovereign (tenné X&) is
kisaki, written with this same character. But when it is used as it is here in the
administrative code to denote the second-level wives of the tennd, the character is
read hi. The hi were second in stature as royal wives only to the queen-consort
(kégé EJ=5), and they were to be daughters or sisters of the monarch — that is,
naishinné WHLE, since according to ritsuryé law only such women were to be
given the fourth princely rank (cf. Kushikiryd A4 Clause 54).

db  hon princely ranks bestowed on malk and female progeny and siblings of
the monarch. There were four grades, from the first down to the fourth (from ippon
—¢h to shihon DU, cf. Kushikiryd Chuse 54). The Koki #73C commentary on the
Taihd code cited in the Rydnoshige “4£##, the ninth-century compilation of legal
commentaries, advised that second-level wives of the monarch were to be given
the fourth princely rank (shihon) or higher after appointment.

fif i/kurai * a system of ranks given to officials. There were nine ranks for
officials working in the capital (naii P9fi), and those ranks extended downward
from the first to the beginning (ninth) rank, with upper and lower steps for each
rank, thus comprising a thirty-step system. There was also an outer rank (ge’i %
fiL) system of twenty steps for provincial officials and those from lower titled
lineages (shizoku EXHR). Official ranks, inner and outer, were given to both men
and women.

RN bu'nin  a third-level consort of the monarch. According to the Koki
commentary, female royals of the second generation or later as well as women
from ministerial families could be appointed bu’nin and were then to be given the

third rank or higher.
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#%  hin  a fourth-level wife of the monarch, who, according to a citation from

the Koki commentary, was to be given the fifth rank or higher after appointment.

*In cases like this, we have used a slash to separate readings in Chinese (onyomi) from

readings in Japanese (kunyomi). The first reading is the Chinese reading.

Analysis

Two Aspects of Royal Wives,
as Officials and as Noble Women with Independent Households

These first three clauses of the Laws on Officials in the Back Palace concern the
monarch’s wives, collectively called kisaki. Significantly the queen-consort (kdgé &
&) is not included here. That is because, unlike the hi 42, bu’nin &\, and hin %
discussed in these three clauses, the queen-consort was considered the
monarch’s full partner in ruling the realm, while the monarch’s second-, third-,
and fourth-level wives were considered officials. So prescriptions concerning them
were included in the Laws on Officials in the Back Palace % E#8 4 (Yakuchi
Nihon ritsuryé Vol 10, Kokytshikiinryé, p. 602).

A full understanding of these three clauses requires familiarity with the
concept of a royal “back palace” (kékyd #% =), as well as actual circumstances in
the monarch’s residential palace during the early eighth century when the Taiho
KE and Yoré ## codes were compiled First, the term “back palace” was used
to refer both to the monarch’s wives and to the space where they assembled In
China there was a very old principle that men should command the government
while women were responsible for overseeing the household (as seen, for example,
in Chinese canonical texts such as the Chou Li JA#L and Li chi #L3C). Reflecting this
ideal, the Back Palace was the household of the monarch and the place where his
numerous wives resided (Kamata Shigeo 1949, p.75; Robert Joe Cutter and
William Gordon Crowell 1999, 9-45; Burton Watson 1974, 247-78; Patricia Ebrey
1993, esp.1-44). Such thinking continued into China’s Sui f& (581-618) and Tang
F& (618-907) dynasties (Dorothy Ko, . Habousch, & J. Piggott 2003, 1-26). In early
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Tang times, the set number for official royal wives reached 120 (Daitd rikuten X
FE7<H4, in the note on the Neikuan N'E clause). And in the Tang capital at
Changan &%, the monarch’s many wives resided in a palace to the west of the
monarch’s royal residence.

While the three-level hierarchy of royal wives was already set in Japan’s
early eighth-century Taihé code KXZE4, recent research has shown that this
hierarchy did not exist in the earlier Asuka Kiyémihara code fR&&##/E4 (Endo
Midori 2011, pp. 7-16). Moreover, when the Taihd code was compiled in 701, there
was not yet an actual back palace. At the time royal wives maintained their own
households, known as kisaki no miya, where they resided outside the residential
palace of their royal mate. That situation continued into the later eighth century.
For instance, the queen-consort of Shému Tenné EEEXKE (r. 724-49), Fujiwara
no Kémyéshi ##J5Y:83F, had her own palace to the east of the Heijd palace 4%
. Meanwhile Shému’s other wives had their own residences outside the Heijo
palace as well (Misaki Yiko 1997, pp. 15-21).

It was only in late Nara times, during the era of Kénin Tenné =K £ (r
770-81), that the queen-consort came to have her own residence within the
residential palace, and it was only during the era of Konin’s successor, Kammu
Tenné FEHR XE (r 781-806), that other royal wives also moved into the
monarch’s palace (Hashimoto Yoshinori 2011a, pp. 62-64; Joan Piggott 2008, pp.
73-75). Still later at the palace in the Heian capital &5, the twelve pavilions
that came to make up the Back Palace were constructed behind the Jijiden =%k,
where the monarch then resided Those twelve pavilions were the residences of the
wives of Heian monarchs. In the ninth century, the queen-consort herself lived in
one of them, the J6neiden % ® & (Nishino Yukiko 1997, p. 157; Shéji Ayako 2004,
pp. 48-49).2

The fact that in the eighth century royal wives maintained their own
independent palaces had to do with the social organization of the nobility. For
instance, the title bu’nin for a third-level royal wife had as its Japanese reading
“6toji” (KJJB), which was used as a respectful title for a noble woman who

managed her own household (yake %, cf. our Koryd translation 2013, p. 399). This
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reflected the fact that when a noble woman became a royal wife, she kept her own
household as her economic base and the place where her royal children were
raised Her own family members supported court government and participated
fully therein (Yoshie Akiko 2011, pp. 115-17). This means that a royal wife had
two aspects: she was both the wife of the monarch, a kisaki, and an 4toji, a noble
woman with her own household and economic base.

This explains why in an extant ninth-century document a royal wife held
the title of kisaki, the name of the noble titled family whence she came, and the title
of dtoji (Ruiji fusenshé FAFAFE, Konin 541~ 8 (817) 6/23—a royal order
transmitted by the Middle Counselor, Chiinagon sen H#4E &, p. 131).3 So was a
royal wife from the Fujiwara family #5 X called “Hi Fujiwara no Ason no Otoji”
fe R EAE K J) H. And a royal wife from the Tajihi family was called “Hi Tajihi no
Mahito no Otoji” {2275 E AKX J]H. A royal wife’s possession of both titles—hi
and dtoji—denoted two facets of her existence in early classical times (Yoshie
Akiko 2011, p. 118; Yoshie 2005).

It is notable too that the status of a monarch’s wife did not change with
the death of her royal husband But that she could resign is seen in a record from
the early ninth century, when two wives of Heizei Tenné 3K E (r. 806-809)
resigned after that monarch’s retirement from the throne (Nihon kéki HA##z,
Kénin 5L{= 3 (812) 5/16, 5/26).

The salary of a female official was to be half that of a male official of the
same rank (Rokuryd #%4 Clause 10). Significantly, however, a monarch’s wife
was not subject to this principle. Rather she was to be remunerated equally to
male officials of her rank (Rokury6 Clause 12). In addition, royal wives from the
level of hin upwards were to be provided with their own official households
(kaseikikan ZFBHR; cf. Kokaryd %34 Clause 66), which were comprised of
staff paid for by government resources. This generous treatment for royal wives
gave them the wherewithal to raise their royal children (End6é Midori 2011, pp.
2-7).

The second-level wife of Daigo Tennd ERBAXRE (r. 897-930), Princess of
the Blood Ishi (#%F M #$HlE), and the third-level wife of Saga Tenné BEIEKE (r
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809-23), Fujiwara no Onatsu BEJFf&E, are the last hi and bu’nin named in the
historical record As for fourth-level royal wives, the only ones recorded are two
wives of Monmu Tennd CEKXE (r. 697-707). But Endé Midori thinks that there
were fourth-level royal wives appointed during the reigns of Shému and Kammu
(End6 Midori 2010, pp. 9-12). Meanwhile new categories of royal wives were also
created In Kammu Tennd’s time, junior consorts (nyégo #ciHl) were added; and
during the reign of Saga Tennd, royal concubines (kdi ¥ 4X) were appointed and
gained the status of royal wives. This meant that the original four-level ritsuryé

system of royal wives had ended

Clause 4
The Office of Female Chamberlains (Naishishi/Naishinotsukasa P 5])

There shall be two directors (shdji/naishinokami [#f%). Their responsibilities shall
include daily service for the tennd, announcing memorials to the throne, and
transmission of royal orders. The directors shall also oversee lower ranking female
officials (nyoju/menowarawa #1%); court attendance by female officials of the fifth
rank and higher (naimyébu M#n%#) as well as that by wives of male officials of the
fifth rank or higher (gemyébu #}n%%); and matters of palace etiquette.

There shall be four second-lkvel managers (tenji/naishinosuke H&{%). Their
responsibilities shall be the same as those of the directors, although they may not
announce memorials or transmit royal orders except in the absence of the

directors. In the case of such absence, they are permitted to do so.

There shall be four third-level managers (shdji/naishinojé ¥¥), and they shall
share the same responsibilities as the second-level managers. However they may

not announce memorials or transmit royal orders.

The lower ranking female officials (nyoju/menowarawa %) shall number 100.
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Explanation of Terms

B AN ku'nin the general term for female officials used in the early
ninth-century commentary Ryénogige 4 %% fi#. However, as noted in the
Introduction, the term nyokan #'E was also utilized from the later eighth century
onward

W - B - % shé/kami, ten/suke, sho/j6  All of the twelve offices of the Back
Palace used these same three characters to denote the three levels of their
managerial staffs (santékan =% B ). Directors & 'E were denoted by the
character [#, shd/kami; second-level managers ¥K'E were denoted by the
character #, ten/suke; and third-level managers ¥|'E were denoted by the
character %, shé/jé (in these pairs, the first is a Chinese-style reading, onyomi &
#tH; and the second is the Japanese reading, or kunyomi #IFi#4 ). Typically
these managerial titles were joined with the name of the office: for instance, for
the Office of Female Chamberlains the directors had the title of shji HfF (alt.
naishinokami), the second-level managers were tenji 84{% (alt. naishinosuke), and
the third-level managers were shéji % {% (alt. naishinojé). Notably no
fourth-level secretaries (sakan E£82) were appointed in Back Palace offices, in
contrast with offices staffed by men, where four levels of management (shitékan
PU4'E ) that included secretaries were typical

wE joji performance of habitual services for the monarch.

#%5% - Ef5 sbsei, senden  sései denotes the announcing of the opinions or
requests of officials to the throne by means of a memorial (sé6 Z§), a process also
called séj6 2%k, and requesting the monarch'’s response thereon (sei 7%). Senden
denotes the converse: the oral transmission of the monarch’s views and orders to
various units of government.

% & nyoju/menowarawa lower ranking female officials—that is, those who
were not directors or second- and third-level managers. Their services were
divided among the offices of the Back Palace.

Bi#Z kengyé  oversight, supervision.

WA #E naigemydbu naimyébu WEniE, gemyébu Fhfntw  while naimyébu
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denotes female courtiers of the fifth rank or higher, gemyébu denotes the wives of
male courtiers holding the fifth rank or higher. At the Tang & court, where a wife’s
rank was determined by her husband’s status, naimyébu included the wives and
concubines of the monarch and crown prince, while gemyébu included princesses,
the wives of princes, and mothers and wives of courtiers with the fifth rank or
higher. In Japan, however, the status of a naimyébu derived from her own rank and
post, a situation very different from that in Tang China.

8% chésan participation in ceremonies at court by the monarch’s ministers
and officials, male and female.

#NELX kinnai no raishiki etiquette and protocols of the royal residential
palace.

Analysis

The Role of Female Officials in Transforming
the Monarch’s Spoken Word into Administrative Orders

From Clause 4, concerning the Office of Female Chamberlains PIf%%], through
Cluse 15, concerning the Office of Seamstresses #% %], we find regulations
concerning the personnel that staffed the twelve offices of the Back Palace %=+
Z_H]. These rules include provisions for the numbers and responsibilities of the
managerial staffs in each office, each of which was to be overseen by directors plus
second- and third-level managers (see the chart on pp.32, entitled “Management in
the Twelve Offices of the Back Palace”). These laws also included rules for the
distribution of lower ranking female officials and attendants from provincial elite
families (uneme ¥ %) that worked in these offices.

The subject of Clause 4 is the Office of Female Chamberhins, the premier
supervisory office in the Back Palace. At the Tang F§ court there had been a
Ministry of Palace Attendants (Neishihsheng PNf4) whose director held the title
neishih PIf, but he was a eunuch B E. In Japan, where the use of eunuchs never
developed, officials in the Back Palace were all female.

Meanwhile the Laws on Posts and Ranks (Kan'iryé 'BE{iL4) prescribed
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(2¢)

Office Name

Director

Management in the Twelve Offices of the Back Palace

-level Ma ird- 1

Office of Female Chamberlains
Naishishi/Naishinotsukasa

Office of the Treasury
Z6shi/Kuranotsukasa

Office of the Library
Shoshi/Fuminotsukasa

Office of Medicine
Yakushi/Kusurinotsukasa

Office of the Armory
Hy®6shi/Tsuwamononotsukasa

Office of Inner Gatekeepers
Ishi/Mikadonotsukasa

Office of Supplies
Denshi/Tonomorinotsukasa

Office of Purification
So6shi/Kanimorinotsukasa

Office of Drinking Water
Suishi/Moitorinotsukasa

Office of the Royal Table
Zenshi/Kashiwadenotsukasa

Office of the Brewery
Shushi/ Sakenotsukasa

Office of Seamstresses
Héshi/ Nuidononotsukasa

Note: We have followed current modern practice in the Chinese readings (

shéji/naishinokami 2

shdzd/kuranokami 1

shésho/fuminokami 1

shdyaku/kusurinokami 1

shohyd /tsuwamononokami 1

shéi/mikadonotsukasanokami 1

shéden/tonomorinokami 1

shos6/kanimorinokami 1

shdsui /moitorinokami 1

shdzen/kashiwadenokami 1

shoshu/sakenokami 1

shoého/nuidononokami 1

tenji/naishinosuke 4 shdji/naishinojé 4

tenzd/kuranosuke 2

sh6zd/kuranojd 4

tensho/fuminosuke 2

tenyaku/kusurinosuke 2

tenhyd/tsuwamononosuke 2

ten’i/mikadonotsukasanosuke 4

tenden/tonomorinosuke 2

tensd /kanimorinosuke 2

tensui/moitorinosuke 2

tenzen/kashiwadenosuke 2 shdzen/kashiwadenojo 4

tenshu/sakenosuke 2

tenhd/nuidononosuke 2 shéhd/nuidononojé 4

7). We have followed the Jap

readings (k

OW!

menowarawa 100

menowarawa 10

menowarawa 6

menowarawa 4

menowarawa 6

menowarawa 10

menowarawa 6

menowarawa 10

uneme 6

uneme 60

menowarawa (extras)

i) used in the Inoue Mitsusada’s Ritsuryd.



that an official’s post accord with his rank, a concept known as kan'’i sétései B\L
#H2 . And given the regular system of evaluations prescribed by the codes, an
official’s rank could advance, leading to promotion. There were, however, no such
provisions for female officials in the Back Palace. Nonetheless since remuneration
for officials depended on rank, Clause 9 of the Laws on Official Emoluments
(Rokuryd #k43) prescribed that a director of the Office of Female Chamberlains
was to receive remuneration (roku #%) equivalent to that for a junior fifth ranker;
the Office’s second-level managers were to receive remuneration equivalent to
junior sixth rankers; and third-level managers were to receive remuneration
equivalent to that of junior seventh rankers.

The Office of Female Chamberlains was the largest of the twelve offices of
the Back Palace. It employed a total of ten managers (shikiji §§%), including
directors, second-level managers, and third-level managers, plus 100 lower ranking
female officials who were officials without post (sanji #Z).

By law the sole purpose of female officials in the Back Palace was to serve
the monarch, whil another bureaucratic unit was to serve the queen-consort &5
(cf. Shikiinryé %% B 43, Clause 4 on the Chilgiishiki HE ). Indeed as noted earlier,
it was only around the turn of the ninth century when the queen-consort came to
reside with the tennd inside the residential palace (Dairi PYE), leading to the actual
establishment of a Chinese-style back palace. From that point on, directors of the
Office of Female Chamberhins served both the monarch and his queen-consort
(Hashimoto Yoshinori 2011b, pp. 318-19).

While their most important duty was to serve closely by the monarch’s side,
officials in the Back Palace performed a variety of functions. Their responsibilities
included announcing the views of male officials to the tenné and transmitting the
ruler’s views to others. It has long been suggested that the role of female officials as
transmitters of royal orders would have been limited to less important matters. But
as Haruna Hiroaki has pointed out, female directors of the Office of Female
Chamberlains communicated directly with residential palace secretaries (naiki P
#C), who were male bureaucrats responsible for writing up drafts of royal edicts

(shéchoku EB#%h). Moreover these female directors actually oversaw the writing of
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drafts by the residential palace secretaries, signifying direct involvement in the
process of making the monarch’s orders into law (Haruna 1997, pp. 258-67).

Although it is true that the ritsuryé system depended heavily upon
written documents for administrative communication, there were many oral
transmissions. For instance, according to Yoshikawa Shinji, female officials
transmitted royal orders orally and directly to officials in the Office to Construct
Todaiji (Z6Tédaijishi ¥EH K FF]), and male officials there wrote them down
(Yoshikawa Shinji 1998b, pp. 195-98). In other words, the Office of Female
Chamberlains played an important role in the oral transmission of royal orders as
well as in their transformation from oral to written form (ljliin Yoko 2013b,
pp.1-16).

In this regard it is striking that none of the twelve offices of the Back
Palace had fourth-level sakan 8 on their staffs. As is well known, in other
ritsuryé units staffed by male officials such officials with writing skills were always
appointed. And in the Back Palace of Tang China there were also female writing
specialists %2 &, but their documents were limited to affairs in the Back Palace and
did not concern government administration. It is not clear why the codes in Japan
did not include such female writing specialists as members of the Back Palace staff.
And yet there are three extant documents in the Shaséin archives (Shdséin monjo
IEAFECE) brushed by naishi, making it clear that there actually were women in
the eighth-century Office of Female Chamberkins who wrote documents. An
example can be seen in Illustration 1, a horizontal communiqué (ché ) brushed
by an official of the Office in 737. Such a document was likely written by one of the
female secretaries that held the extralegal posts (rydgenokan 54+E) established
during the Jinki ###, era (724-29). Thus we know that even in the early eighth
century there were female officials whose roles went beyond oral transmission of
royal orders and who contributed to the documentary tasks of ritsuryé
administration in ways that codal lawmakers had not foreseen (Ijin Yoko 2013b,
pp. 1-16).

In its early days the Office of Female Chamberlains was not superior in
status to the Office of the Treasury j& ], the Office of the Royal Table & =], and the
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Office of Seamstresses ##5]. But as the eighth century advanced, the equivalent
rank and official remuneration of its managers increased By 807 its directors held
the equivalent of the junior third rank, second-level managers held the equivalent
of the junior fourth rank, and third-level managers held the equivalent of the junior
fifth rank (Ruijii sandai kyaku $E5% ={X#&, Vol 5, Daijékan kinsé KBUEEZE KR
2 (807) 12/15, pp. 221-22). During the ninth century, however, the monarch’s
wives were frequently appointed as directors of the Office of Female Chamberlains.
And by mid-Heian times the directors’ posts came to be routinely occupied by a
royal wife, meaning that these posts in the Back Palace had lost their original

significance as positions of significant stature for female officials.

Clause 5
The Office of the Treasury (Z6shi/Kuranotsukasa J& =)

There shall be one director (shézé/kuranokami 1#J&). Her responsibilities include
the regalia (shinji ##E8), barrier passes (genkei B32), royal clothing (kugo no ifuku
B D ZAR), caps and combs (konshichi T1#fi), board games (fukugan AR¥r),
various treasured items (chinpé 2 ), stores of dyed and white silk (saihaku #& &),
and materials for gifts (shdshi E 5).

There shall be two second-level managers (tenzé/kuranosuke HLJ&), whose

responsibilities shall be the same as those of the director.
There shall be four third-level managers (shézé/kuranojé % & ), whose
responsibilities shall be oversight of goods taken in and out [as well as the

disposition of] dyed and white silk and gift materials.

There shall be ten lower ranking female officials (nyoju /menowarawa #*f%).
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Explanation of Terms

#E  shinji  the royal regalia, although which items were included is not clear.
According to Clause 13 concerning the Enthronement Rite (Senso E:iiE) of a
monarch in the Laws on Deities (Jingiryd ##1i&4), the royal regalia included the
mirror and the sword But Clause 40 of the Laws on Official Documentation
(Kushikiryd ZA=.4}) notes only the royal seal (see Ritsuryé, Jingiryd, Hochd, p. 538;
and research on the royal regalia in Mayuzumi Hiromichi 1982).

B3 genkei a wooden pass (gen B, also called a warifu HI%F /kei 3 ) that
authorized emergency passage through an official barrier (seki B) by an official
emissary. These wooden passes were broken in half, with one half to be kept in the
Office of the Treasury j& 5] and one-half to be kept at the provincial headquarters
in each of the three great barrier provinces ZB[H: Ise %, Mino %8, and
Echizen ##f (Kushikiryd A=.4 Clause 43). The barriers were located at Suzuka
$5HE in Ise, Fuwa A in Mino, and Arachi &% in Echizen. An agent carrying the
appropriate half could be identified at the barrier as a valid royal emissary.
According to the Laws on Defense [543, the movement of a troop of soldiers of
more than twenty also required presentation of such a pass (Gunbéryd ERH4r
Clause 17; and Ryénogige 45 #f£). These passes were thus important signs of royal
authority (Katsuura Noriko 1982).

BLEIKAR kugo no ifuku i  konshichi  FREC fukugan the tenné’s
robes, headwear, and board games, respectively. For the latter, games such as
sugoroku 75 and go £ were included, according to commentaries in the
Ryé6noshilge 54 f%. All were items for the personal use of the monarch.

B'E chinpé treasures it is known that the Bureau of the Royal Treasury
(Kuraryd PjE%E ) stored goods made of silver and gold as well as jewels and
other treasures, but it is not clear whether the materials stored in the Office of the
Treasury j& %] in the Back Palace were the same or not.

#R# saihaku dyed and white silk—while sai ¥k denotes dyed silk, haku &
denotes white silk.

HJ5 shoshi treasured goods to be used by the monarch as gifts and rewards
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for subordinates.

H#4  suiné  the movement of goods in and out.

Analysis
Female Officials Who Managed the Monarch’s Treasures

The Office of the Treasury was entrusted with the monarch’s regalia as well as
other symbols of royal authority including barrier passes (genkei). Such
responsibilities reflected its importance. Moreover, according to the Laws on
Official Emoluments (Rokuryb #%4%), the director (sh6z6/kuranokami) of the Office
of the Treasury was to receive remuneration equivalent to that of a senior third
ranker; its second-level manager (tenzé/kuranosuke) was to receive remuneration
equivalent to that of a junior fourth ranker; and its third-level manager
(shézé/kuranojé) was to receive remuneration equivalent to that of a junior
seventh ranker. With her remuneration equivalent to a malke official of the third
rank, the director of the Office of the Treasury was the equal in stature to a senior
counselor (dainagon X#E) on the Council of State (Daijékan AXBU'E), and that
status made her the highest ranking female official at court.

It should be noted too that the Office of the Treasury had personnel and
responsibilities similar to those of another bureaucratic unit that was staffed by
malke officials, the Kuraryé PIE (Shikiinryd B4 Clause 7). Such paralkel
units staffed by female and male officials were not unusual in the ritsuryé
bureaucratic system.

The record also shows that in the eighth century directors and
second-level managers of the Office of the Treasury included women deeply trusted
by monarchs. For instance there was Fujiwara no Ohira BEfi= LR (?-762), the
wife of the powerful minister Fujiwara no Nakamaro F{{/Fk=(706-64)—O0hira
actually held the senior third rank. She served contemporaneously as both director of
the Office of the Treasury and director of the Office of Female Chamberlains. There
was also Kibi no Yuri %] (?-774), a relative of the well known royal tutor
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and minister Kibi no Makibi F{#Ef# (695-775). She held the junior third rank
and served as director of the Office of the Treasury.

In the mid-eighth century remuneration for the director of the Office of
the Treasury in the form of prebendal residence units (fuko #77) and rank fields
(iden fiLH) increased, just as did remuneration for the director of the Office of
Female Chamerhins (Shoku nihongi #%%H A%, Tenpyd Hoéji KFEEF 4 (760)
12/12). But in the early Heian Period, the Office of the Treasury was merged with
the Office of Female Chamberkins (Naishishi/Naishinotsukasa PIf%]), thereby
ending the independence of the Office of the Treasury.

Clauses 6, 7, and 8
On the Offices of the Library, Medicine, and the Armory
Clause 6 Office of the Library (Shoshi/Fuminotsukasa & &)

In the Office of the Library there shall be one director (shdsho/fuminokami #%&).
Her responsibilities include oversight of the monarch’s Buddhist sutras (naiten /N
1), boxes of Chinese canonical texts (keiseki #%$&), paper (kami #£), charcoal ink
(sumi ) and brushes (hitsu &), as well as desks (kian JLZ) and musical
instruments that include stringed and bamboo instruments (shichiku >&%7). There
shall be two secondlvel managers (tensho/fuminosuke 8% # ) with
responsibilities identical to those of the director. And there shall be six lower

ranking female officials (nyoju/menowarawa #%1%).
Clause 7 Office of Medicine (Yakushi/Kusurinotsukasa 3 5])

In the Office of Medicine there shall be one director (shdyaku/kusurinokami #3).
Her responsibility is to oversee medical matters for the monarch. There shall be
two second-level managers (tenyaku/kusurinosuke B 3X) with the same
responsibilities as the director. And there shall be four lower ranking female

officials (nyoju/menowarawa).
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Clause 8 Office of the Armory (Hy6shi/Tsuwamononotsukasa £ &])

In the Office of the Armory there shall be one director (shéhyd/tsuwamono no
kami i fc). Her responsibility is to oversee weapons. There shall be two
second-level managers (tenhyd/tsuwamononosuke B It ) with the same
responsibilities as the director. And there shall be six lower ranking female

officials (nyoju/menowarawa).

Explanation of Terms

8L  naiten  Buddhist texts

#RFE  keiseki  boxes of Chinese canonical texts

JLZE kian 4T shichiku  kian is a desk or writing stand, and shichiku are
stringed and bamboo musical instruments

fed®  hyoki weapons—it is unclear exactly what weapons are referred to
here. Treasured swords such as the Kurozukuri Kakehakinotachi E{/ER# W J] (its
name indicates a sword with a black lacquered sheath that hung from the hip)
were Kkept in the residential palace (Yakuchi, Vol 10, pp. 666-67). But after the
monarch Shému’s & death in 756, many treasures including that sword were
donated by Queen-consort Komyd JtBAE /5 to the Great Buddha of Todaiji B A=F,
so it is unlikely that it remained as official property under the oversight of the

Back Palace Office of the Armory.

Analysis

The Correspondence of Female and Male Officials
as Evidenced by Offices of the Back Palace

Among the twelve offices of the Back Palace %=+ 5], the most important

offices had three levels of management (santékan =% 'F), including one or more
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directors plus second-level managers and third-level managers. The larger offices
were the Office of Female Chamberlains PIf¥ ], the Office of the Treasury & ], the
Office of the Royal Table %], and the Office of Seamstresses #%%] (see the chart
entitled “Management in the Twelve Offices of the Back Palace”). However smaller
offices like those described in Clauses 6, 7, and 8 had only two levels of
managers—they were nitékan —_“%'E, with only a director and second-level
managers. Furthermore according to the Laws of Remuneration (Rokuryé #4)
the status of the managers in these smaller offices was low: for instance, the
directors of the Office of the Library and the Office of Medicine were to receive
seasonal remuneration (kiroku Z=f%) equivalent to that of a junior sixth ranker;
the director of the Office of the Armory received remuneration equivalent to that
of a senior seventh ranker; and second-level managers in these three offices all
received remuneration equivalent to that of a junior eighth ranker. However there
was notably a time in the middle of the eighth century when the director of the
office of the Library was a princess with the junior fifth rank lower step (cf. Dai
Nihon komonjo Hennen Shiryé vol 5, p. 308). At the time Buddhist texts cared for
by the Office were of great importance, a fact that was confirmed by the high rank
of the princess director.

In part the duties of the Office of the Library corresponded to those of the
Bureau of the Library (Zushoryé X&), which was staffed by male officials
(Shikiinryé B84 Clause 6). In Heian times, as the organization of the residential
palace was revised and the overall number of bureaucratic units staffed by male
and female officials was reduced, oversight of texts used daily by the
monarch—whether Buddhist or Chinese canonical texts—was transferred to the
Bureau of the Library (Yakuchii Vol 10, p. 660). However one distinct
responsibility of the Office of the Library was caring for royal musical
instruments—the Bureau of the Library never shared this duty, and later records
confirm that female officials of the Office of the Library continued looking after the
royal musical instruments well into Heian times (Daigo Tenné gyoki BREfI R £4H5C,
Engi JEE 8(908) 1/1).

As for the Office of Medicine, ritsuryé law itself provides few details. We
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know that medicine for the monarch was provided by another unit, the Palace
Medicine Office (Naiyakushi/ Uchinokusurinotsukasa PI%%]), which was staffed
by male officials. And treatment for the monarch was managed by his own
dedicated male physician, the jii fF (Shikiinryd Clause 11). But according to a
citation from the Shu commentary in the Rydnoshilge, medicine provided by the
Palace Medicine Office was passed to and kept by the Office of Medicine. And
during the annual court event (nenchilgyéji % # 4T ¥ ) known as the
Medicine-taking Rite (Mikusuriwokiizurugi #:#H13£{#), the director of the Office of
Medicine presided when medicine was dispensed to the monarch, the
queen-consort, or the heir apparent at New Year’s. By mid-Heian times, however,
the Royal Secretariat (Kurddodokoro /8 APT), which was staffed by male courtiers,
took over this duty (Maruyama Yumiko 1998, p. 163).

The Office of the Armory is another unit about which little is known. In
some ways it is thought to have resembled an office in the back palace of Tang &
China known as the Shijé F{{ (Katsuura Noriko 2000, p. 134). It was an office of
female officials charged with guarding the weapons used by the monarch during
ceremonial events. However actual defensive weapons of the court were in the
keeping of the lft and right armories 224 X (Shikiinryé Clause 64), and
weapons for the monarch himself were kept in an armory in the residential palace,
the Uchinohydgo PN (Shikiinryé Clause 65). Beyond that, details are scarce.
According to the Shu commentary, even legal scholars in the Heian Period were
uncertain about exactly which weapons were to be kept in the Office of the
Armory—the unit may have disappeared early on. Nevertheless there are
ninth-century records that mention its officials. For instance Yamato no Sukune
Tsuguko KFnf&##%F from Shikinoshimo district 3% F#F in Yamato province X
F0[E held the outer junior fifth rank lower step while serving as a second-level
manager of the Office of the Armory. That is why she was given permission to
change the site of her residence unit registration (4<&) to the Heian capital (Nihon
sandai jitsuroku B AR ={XFE#, Jogan H#Bl 5 (863) 8/17). And another female
official, Enomoto no Muraji Naoko 245 {E 7 with the outer junior fifth rank
bwer step was also appointed director of the Office of the Armory (Nihon sandai
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jitsuroku Jégan 19 (877) 11/25). Since outer ranks were given to either male or
female officials from the provinces or from lower titled lineages, it seems that by
the ninth century the women appointed director or second-level manager of the

Office of the Armory came from less prestigious backgrounds.

Clause 9
The Office of Inner Gatekeepers (Ishi/Mikadonotsukasa [ %])

There shall be one director (shdi/mikadonotsukasanokami i [). Responsibilities
include taking charge of keys—checking them in and out—for interior and inner
gates (kyiké ‘B ).

There shall be four second-level managers (ten’i/mikadonotsukasanosuke 2 ).

Responsibilities are the same as those of the director.

There shall be ten lower ranking female officials (nyoju/menowarawa %)

appointed

Explanation of Terms

M (i/mikado) all the gates of the greater palace precincts, also called mikado
.

‘=M kyuké interior gates of the greater palace precincts (Daidairi KNE)
known as kémon and kyiimon. As seen in Illustration 2, based on what is known of
the layout of the greater palace precincts at the Fujiwara R capital (694-710),
the kémon FEIF9 were inner gates closest to the monarch’s daily living space, one
of which opened into the Throne Hall (Daigokuden AX#REY). The kyimon &M
were located outside the kémon, and one of them opened into the Garden of
Ministries (Chédbin #i%[%). Beyond the kémon and kyidmon, outer perimeter

gates of the greater palace precincts were the twelve kydjémon E3%Fq, one of
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which was the main Suzaku Gate (Suzakumon 2&K%#F¥9).

B8 kan'itsu keys—kan & anditsu #: both mean “key”

H# suiné  while generally denoting revenue and expenditure payments in
coin, here, according to the early Heian legal commentary Ryénogige 5 #%#% (833),

it refers to the movement and use of gate keys.

Analysis
Female Officials Who Managed the Living Space of the Monarch

Female officials of the Office of the Inner Gatekeepers kept keys for interior gates
of the greater palce precincts, including those for the kémon, which opened
immediately into the monarch’s residential space, and for the kyiimon, one of
which gave entry to the Garden of Ministries (see Illustration 2, p.44).

In terms of status, according to the Laws on Official Emoluments
(Rokuryd #%43) the director of the Office of Inner Gatekeepers was to receive
remuneration equivalent to that of a senior seventh ranker, while the four
second-level managers were to receive remuneration equivalent to that of junior
eighth rankers.

The Tang administrative code f§4 provided for a gatekeepers’ office, the
Ishi, in the Shokyiikyoku #E &, one of the six bureaux of the Back Palace. It had
six directors, six second-level managers, and six third-level managers—all
female—as well as four female secretaries. There was also a bureau called the
Kytikyoku =M /& that was staffed by eunuchs (kangan E'E). Its officials
presided over keys as well as whatever came in or went out through residential
palace gates.

In Japan, however, female officials of the Office of Inner Gatekeepers took
charge of gate keys while male officials of the Palace Guards Headquarters (Hydefu
L FF) guarded the kémon, and the Gate Guards Headquarters (Emonfu #iFAKY),
aided by the Outer Palace Guards Headquarters (Ejifu #1t/¥F), oversaw the

coming and going of officials and goods through the kyiimon. This arrangement
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Illustration 2 : Gates of the Fujiwara Greater Palace Precincts

See the Glossary for specific translations of terminology.
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It is not known how many inner gates (kdmon) and interior gates (kyiimon) existed. Here we
show only one of each. At Fujiwara, there were 12 outer perimeter gates (kydjémon), with
the Suzaku Gate at center front. There are various explanations for the naming of the gates.

Based on the drawing in Nara Bunkazai Kenkyijo,
Tokubetsu shiseki: Fujiwarakyiseki, 2011, with emendations
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demonstrates how responsibilities of female and male officials were coordinated in
the Japanese administrative code. This reminds us of the situation discussed in the
analysis of Clause 4, whereby officials of the Office of Female Chamberkins Pf# 7]
acted as liaisons between the monarch and male residential palace secretaries
(naiki 7)) while personally overseeing a residential palace secretary’s drafting of
documents. In Tang China an order from the Son of Heaven X% made from the
Back Palace moved through eunuch gatekeepers and was transmitted by the
eunuchs to make officials (Matsumoto Yasunobu 2008, p. 73). In Japan, where the
practice of utilizing eunuchs was not adopted, male and female officials dealt with
each other directly in carrying out their duties.

Clause 9 indicates only that personnel in the Office of Inner Gatekeepers
had charge of the keys for interior and inner gates in the palace precincts. We learn
more from detailed Heian-period compilations and ritual handbooks such as the
Engi shiki 3£& 3. (compiled 905-67), the Dairi gishiki PIEER (compiled
before 818), and the Dairishiki PIE (compiled 821), which note specific
duties of this Office. For instance, during events such as the New Year’s Royal
Banquet (Ganjitsu Sechie 7T H fi<%) and the Accession Celebration (Daijésai K&
#%), the monarch’s permission for officials to enter an inner gate was received by
the Inner Gatekeepers’ Office. Also when the new calendar known as the
shichiyoreki -CWEfE was memorialized to His Majesty on the first day of every
new year, a senior royal attendant (6toneri X% A) would call out for officials
from the Inner Gatekeeper’s Office from outside an inner gate, requesting
admittance.* He would then announce his business and the names of officials
seeking entrance. This information was memorialized to the tenné K& by the
gatekeepers, who also transmitted the monarch’s permission for the visitors to
enter. This process, known as the Inner Gatekeeper’s Memorial (Ishisé [ 5]%),
was required for those wishing to enter the inner residential palace.

In past it has been hypothesized that royal permission to enter the inner
residential palace was communicated by the female officials of the Office of Inner
Gatekeepers because there had been only female officials serving in the monarch’s

residential space prior to the ritsuryé era (Yoshikawa Shinji 1998a, p. 106).5 But
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given that male and femak officials worked cooperatively in the ritsuryé-era palace
of Nara times (Monju Masako 1992, Katsuura Noriko 2000), the supposition that
only female officials staffed the pre-ritsuryé residential palace needs additional
study.

Notes

1, Of particular interest is the new and accessible overview of ritsurydsei—focusing on the
structure and significance of the codes, and the chronology of the “ritsuryé process”—by Otsu
Téru. Entitled Ritsuryései to wa nanika (2013), while it does not concern itself with issues of
gender, it is a very good introduction to the study of ritsuryé law and its society. And for
translations and analyses of various chapters of the Y6rd code in English as well as useful
bibliography, readers can consult the Ritsuryd Studies page of the University of Southern
California Project for Premodern Japan Studies Website <http://dornsife.usc.edu/ppijs/>.
For an English overview of the bureaucracy of the codes see Richard ]. Miller, Japan’s First
Bureaucracy (1979). And for comparative perspectives on palace women and how study of
them provides new insights on monarchical systems and their societies, see Anne Walthall ed.
Servants of the Dynasty (2008).

2, We have used the readings provided by Fujioka Michio, Fukuyama Toshio, and Oboroya
Hisashi in their various entries in the Kokushi daijiten (Yoshikawa Kébunkan, 1979-93):
Joneiden ¥ EERY, Joganden EIEIRX, Reikeiden SRR, Sen’ydden EWERX, Kokiden SAMHE,
Tokaden %7ERE, Shokoden AL, Joydsha WM, Nashitsubo %13 , Shigeisha #URE,
Kirisubo #i%, Higydsha &%, Fujisubo 7, Gydkasha EE#EE, Umetsubo 53,
Shihdsha 8% 4, Raimeinotsubo EWEE.

3, Ruijii fusenshé J|FRFEH (Compendium of Royal Orders Categorized by Topic) was
compiled in the 11t century. It has been published in the Shintei z6ho kokushi taikei series
(vol 27) of primary sources by Yoshikawa Kébunkan.

4, The shichiydreki was a calendrical table showing the position of the sun, moon, and five
planets (Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn) for each day of the year. Therefore it can be
called “a calendar of the seven luminaries LHE/&" A new version was presented to the
tenné—the pillar linking heaven and earth and thus the one who presided over the
movement of time—as a memorial on the first day of every year.

s, One of Yoshikawa’s essays has been transhted into English: see Yoshikawa Shinji,
"Ladies-in-waiting in the Heian Period" (1999).
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Appendix

Chapters of the Yoré Administrative Code

Kan'iryd
Shikiinryd
Koky(shikiinryd
Togushikiinryd

Kery6shikiinryd

Jingiryd

S6niryd

Koryo
Denry6
Fuekiryd
Gakuryd

Senjoryd
Keishiryd
Kokaryd
Rokuryd
Kueryd
Gunbéryd
Giseiryd
Ifukuryd
Eizenryd
Kushikiryd
Soékoryd
Kumokuryd
Ishitsuryd
Kenydryd
So6séryd
Genshiryd
Homoryd
Gokuryd

Zoryd

Laws on Posts and Ranks 19 clauses
Laws on Appointments to Offices and Posts 80 clauses
Laws on Appointments in the Back Palace 18 clauses
Laws on Appointments in the Household of the Crown

Prince 11 clauses
Laws on Appointments in Royal and Noble Households
8 clauses

Laws on Propitiation of the Deities of Heaven and Earth

20 clauses
Laws on Oversight of Buddhist Monks and Nuns

27 clauses
Laws on Residence Units 45 clauses
Laws on Rice Fields 37 clauses
Laws on Taxes 39 clauses
Laws on Official Scholarship and the Royal University

22 clauses
Laws on Promotion 38 clauses
Laws on Inheritance and Succession 4 clauses
Laws on the Evaluation of Officials 75 clauses
Laws on Official Emoluments 15 clauses

Laws on Gatekeeping in the Residential Palace 28 clauses

Laws on Defense 76 clauses
Laws on Ceremonial Protocols 26 clauses
Laws on Dress 14 clauses
Laws on Construction and Repairs 17 clauses
Laws on Official Documentation 89 clauses
Laws on Official Storehouses 16 clauses
Laws on Official Stables and Pastures 28 clauses
Laws on Medical Practices 26 clauses
Laws on Officials’ Holidays and Leaves 13 clauses
Laws on Funerary Practices and Mourning 17 clauses
Laws on Barriers, Markets, and Trade 20 clauses
Laws on Arrest and Flight 15 clauses
Laws on Judging Crimes, Imprisonment, and Pardons

63 clauses
Laws on Miscellaneous Matters 41 clauses
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Glossary

Japanese Romanized reading English meaning Section site
SRS Asuka Kiyomihara ryd Asuka Kiyomihara code BP1-3
KA bu'nin a third-level wife of the tenné BP 1-3
$2ES chinpé treasures BP5
RE Chéan Changan, the capital of China in Han-Tang-  BP 1-3
times

R Chddéin Garden of Ministries BP9

BP illust 2
RE chékan/kami directors of ritsuryé bureaucratic units BP 4
s chésan attendance at the monarch'’s court BP 4
IR Chéshiden’in Garden of Ministries entryway BP illust2
HE chétei court of the monarch BP intro
KAL Daibutsu Great Buddha BP 6-8
KEE Daijékan Council of State BP5
KER Daij6sai Accession Celebration BP9
KWE dainagon senior counselor on the Council of State BP5
KNE Daidairi Greater Palace Precincts BP9

BP illust2
NE Dairi Residential Palace of the monarch BP9

BP illust2
KR Daigokuden Throne Hall BP9

BP illust 2
B&iky danjoky6rd male and female officials working together ~ BP intro
BE dankan male officials BP 4
Be Denryd Laws on Rice Fields BP intro
A Ejifu Outer Palace Guards Headquarters BP9
P AF Emonfu Gate Guards Headquarters BP9
RS Fuekiryd Laws on Taxes BP intro
HF fuko prebendal residence units BP S
i3 fukugan board games BP5
7T A Ganjitsu Sechie New Year's Royal Banquet BP9
SNEHRALT  genojugoinoge outer junior fifth rank lower step BP 6-8
S gei outer rank system for provincial officials BP1-3
AN gemyébu wives of male officials of the fifth rank or- BP 4

higher
e genkei barrier passes BP5
BEXE gishikisho ritual handbooks BP9
AR gun/kori district, a ritsuryé territorial unit within a- BP 6-8
province
HHS Gunbéryd the Laws on Defense BP5S
i) gunji/kérinotsukasa district chieftains BP intro
FRR Heiankyd Heian capital BP 1-3
HE hangan/j6 a third-level manager in a ritsuryé- BP 4
bureaucratic unit

ERE Heijoky Heijd palace complex BP 1-3
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hen

hi
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hon

hongan

Hoshi/Nuinotsukasa

Hydefu

Hy6shi/Tsuwamonono-
tsukasa

i/kurai

iden

ie

Ishis6

Ishi/Mikadonotsukasa

jii

jikan/suke

Jingiryd

jod

jo

joji

joshi
jugoinoge
kai

kaky shizoku
kangan
Kan'iryd
kan'i s6tosei
kan'itsu
kanshi
kaseikikan

keiseki

kengyd

kian

kinnai no raishiki
kiroku

kisaki

kisd

kizoku josei
ko

kodai kokka
kogo

koi

chapter

a second-level wife of the tennd
a fourth-level wife of the tennd
writing brush

princely rank

residence-unit registration
Office of Seamstresses

Palace Guards Headquarters
Office of the Armory

official rank

rank fields

patrilineal stem family

Inner Gatekeeper’s Memorial

Office of Inner Gatekeepers

monarch's dedicated physician

second-level manager in a ritsuryé-
bureaucratic unit

Laws on Deities

princess

clause

daily service at the side of the monarch

female writing specialists

junior fifth rank lower step

step

lower titled lineages

eunuch

Laws on Posts and Ranks

principle of posting in accord with rank

key

bureaucratic units

official household apparatus, household-

administrative staff

Chinese canonical texts

oversight, supervision

writing stand, desk

residential palace etiquette

seasonal remuneration

wives of the monarch

writing up drafts of documents

noble women
residence unit

the classical polity
queen-consort
royal concubines

(55)

BP intro
BP 1-3
BP 1-3
BP 6-8
BP 1-3
BP 6-8
BP 4
BP9

BP 6-8

BP 1-3
BP 5

BP intro
BP9
BP9
BP 6-8
BP 4

BP S
BP 6-8
BP intro
BP 4
BP 4
BP 6-8
BP1-3
BP 1-3
BP 4
BP 4
BP 4
BP9
BP 6-8
BP 1-3

BP 6-8
BP 4

BP 6-8
BP 4

BP 6-8
BP intro
BP 1-3
BP 4
BP9

BP intro
BP intro
BP intro
BP intro
BP 1-3
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Kokary6
Koki

koku/kuni
kokushi

Kékya

Koky janidensha

Kokyf janishi

Koékytshikiinryd

Kokytrokukyoku

konshichi

Koryd

kdshijo

kotaishi

kugo no ifuku

ku'nin

—also see nyokan

kunyomi

Kuraryd/Kuranotsukasa

Kurddodokoro

Kurozukurikakehagi no-
tachi

Kushikiry6

kytkdmon

Kugoyakugi/Mikusuriwo-

kGzurugi

miya

Naihydko

nai'i

naiki

naimyd6bu
naishinnd
Naishishi/Naishinotsukasa
Naishisho

naiten

Naiyakushi/
Uchinokusurinotsukasa
nenchigydji

niseid

nydgo
nyoju/menowarawa
nyokan

nyokansei

Laws on the Evaluation of Officials

a commentary on the Taihd code cited in-
the ninth-century compendium Ryénoshilge

province

provincial governor

Back Palace

twelve pavilions of the Back Palace
twelve offices of the Back Palace
Laws on Officials in the Back Palace
six bureaux of the (Tang) Back Palace
headwear

Laws on Residence Units

royal children

crown prince

the tennd's robes

female officials as courtiers

Japanese reading of characters

Bureau of the Treasury

Royal Secretariat

a treasured sword with a black lacquered-
sheath that hung from the hip

Laws on Official Documentation

interior gates of the greater palace precincts

the Medicine-taking Rite

palace

Residential Palace Armory

ranks for officials working in the capital
Residential Palace secretary

female officials of the fifth rank and higher
daughters or sisters of the monarch
Office of Female Chamberlains

Ministry of Palace Attendants at the Tang-
court

Buddhist texts

Palace Medicine Office

annual event at court

aroyal of the second generation

junior consort

lower ranking female officials

female officials

female officialdom, its structures and-
practices

(56)

BP intro
BP intro

BP 6-8
BP intro
BP 5

BP intro
BP 1-3
BP intro
BP intro
BP9
BP5

BP intro
BP 1-3
BP 4
BP5

BP intro
BP 4

BP 4

BP 5

BP 6-8
BP 6-8

BP intro
BP9
BP 6-8

BP1-3
BP 6-8
BP 1-3
BP 4
BP9
BP 4
BP1-3
BP 4
BP 4

BP 6-8
BP 6-8

BP 6-8
BP1-3
BP 1-3
BP 4

BP intro
BP intro
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ny(imo/uba
onyomi
otoneri
otoji

6zoku josei
ritsuryd kanshi
ritsuryd kokka
ritsuryd kanrydsei
roku

Rokuryd

ryd
ryégenokan
ry6min
saihaku
sakan
sangenkoku
sanji
santékan
—also see hangan
saylhyoko
seki
senden
senmin
Senso
shichiku
shichiyoreki
shihon
shikiji
shinji
shinka
shitdkan
—also see sakan
shizoku
shochoku

shéi/mikadonotsukasano-

shoji
shdji/naishinojd

shéji/naishinokami

shéshi

Shoshi/Fuminotsukasa

shosho/fuminokami

wetnurse

Chinese reading of characters

senior royal attendant

a noble woman with her own household-
and economic base

women of royal blood

ritsuryé bureaucratic units

ritsuryd polity

ritsuryd bureaucratic system

remuneration, salary

Laws on Official Emoluments

administrative code

extralegal offices and posts

free-born person

dyed and white silk

fourth-level secretaries in ritsuryd units
the three barrier provinces

officials without post

management staff with three levels

left and right armories

barrier

transmission of royal orders

bound person

Rite of Enthronement

stringed and bamboo musical instruments
calendar of seven luminaries

the fourth princely rank

managers of a ritsuryé unit

royal regalia

ministers and officials of the monarch
management staff with four levels

noble titled lineages
royal edicts
director of the Office of Inner Gatekeepers

less important matters

third-level managers of the Office of-
Female Chamberlains

directors of the Office of Female-

Chamberlains

materials to be used for gifts

Office of the Library

director of the Office of the Library

(57)

BP intro
BP 4
BP9
BP 1-3

BP intro
BP 4

BP intro
BP S5

BP 1-3
BP 4

BP 4

BP 5

BP intro
BP 4

BP intro
BP 5

BP 4
BP5

BP 4

BP 4

BP 6-8
BP 5
BP 4
BP intro
BP 5
BP 6-8
BP9
BP 1-3
BP 4
BP S
BP 4
BP 4

BP 1-3
BP 4
BP9

BP 4
BP 4

BP 4

BPS

BP 6-8
BP 6-8
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Shéséin monjo

GE:3 shdyaku/kusurinokami

i shdz6/kuranojd

T TR shdz6/kuranokami

SRt Shuki

AL soi

€3] sbsei

Hi# suind

2 sumi

i 5% shdhy6/tsuwamononokami

KES Taihéryd

¥ tenhyd /tsuwamonono-
suke

Lk ten'i/mikadonotsukasano-

suke

B tenji/naishinosuke

RE tennd

E tensho/fuminosuke

B3 tenyaku/kusurinosuke

g tenzé/kuranosuke

& Té

ES Torei

® uji—see shizoku

P38 uneme

£ yake

¥KH] Yakushi/Kusurinotsukasa

#ES Y6ré ryd

i =] Zenshi/Kashiwadeno-

tsukasa

-] Zbshi/Kuranotsukasa

WERKFF  Z8Tddaijishi

i Zui

R Zushoryd

Note: Laws on Officials in the Back Palace (BP)

the Shés6in archives
director of the Office of Medicine
third-level managers of the Office of the-
Treasury
director of the Office of the Treasury
the Shu commentary in the ninth-century-
legal compendium Ryénoshiige
the beginning (ninth) rank
announcing memorials to the throne
the movement of goods in and out (of the-
residential palace)
charcoal ink
director of the Office of the Armory
Taih6 administrative code
second-level managers of the Office of the-
Armory
second-level managers of the Office of-
Inner Gatekeepers
second-level managers of the Office of-
Inner Gatekeepers
the ritsuryé monarch, the heavenly-
sovereign
second-level managers of the Office of the-
Library
second-level managers of the Office of-
Medicine
second-level managers of the Office of the-
Treasury
China’s Tang Dynasty
Tang administrative codes

female attendants from provincial elite-
families

household—also a cluster of buildings
including a residence and storehouses
that functioned as a unit of production
and residence

Office of Medicine

Y6r6 administrative code

Office of the Royal Table

Office of the Treasury
Office to Construct Tédaiji
China’s Sui Dynasty
Bureau of the Library

(58)

BP 4
BP 6-8
BP5

BP5
BP 6-8

BP 1-3

BP 4

BP5

BP 6-8

BP 6-8

BP intro

BP 6-8

BP9

BP 4

BP 1-3

BP 6-8

BP 6-8

BP5

BP 1-3
BP9

BP 4

BP 1-3

BP 6-8
BP intro
BP 4

BP 4
BP 4
BP 1-3
BP 6-8



